




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1783, to the amount of 50,000 livres. As I 
have faid, as I have proved, this I cannot with 
propriety recede, and contradict a faa: already 
fubftantiated; and as m, huiband and I bad 
been unjuruy condemned, I hoped we lhould 
hereafter have tlte means of full and 
juftification:-

.' 

From my fifter, whom I have ferved with 
maternal tendemefs, I have received no anfwer • 
. 1 lhould not have troubled the Public with do
meftic concerns; but when I am publicly 
charged with having appropriated my 6ft-erOs 
inheritance to my own ufe, in order to excite 
compaffion; an4 engage the Baron de Breteuil 
and M. de Villedeuil to intereft themfelves in her 
fervice, I have no other refource left to vindi
cate my charaCl:er. I have, however, reafon to 
iufpeCl: this prieft, who, leaving fpiritual af
fairs to themfelves, devotes himfelf to temporal 
concerns, with an avidity .ilrongly characreriftic, 
which he thinks more advantageous; .it is he, 
her counfellor and advifer, who has dubbed 
himfelf direCl:or of her confcience, who has 
turned even the misfortunes of her unfortqnate 
fifter into ridicule, which is bringing lhapk and 
difgrace upon that lifter whom he fo 

profc£res 
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profeffes to {erve. It is fortlething .remarkable 
too, that I never had an aunt of the name of 
Varrence. Probably the author of that detraCl:
ing paragraph caught the idea from this cir
cumftance. I mentioned in my firft: Memoir, 
in 1785, that the Cardinal de Rohan had taken 
my affairs und~r his patronage; among other 
things, he was trying 'to recover for us. an in
heritance of the Marquis of Vienna, my great 
uncle, ~ho died at Bourges, in Bervy; for 
this purpofe, my brother authorized me by let
ter of attorney, to take every ftep to recover 

• this poffeffion ; but I had not the requifite titles 
in my power. This circumftance my fifter knew 
well, andfue certainly ihould have contradi8:ed, 
with proper authority, reports which tend not 
to calumniate me alone, but herfelf alfo. 

The papers again charge me as an intriguing 
woman;, it' cannot be merely the newfpaper 
fcribblers j my enemies mull: be at the bottom 
of this; thofe enemies whom I can well con
found, and declare, in all the confcioufnefs of 
inIlocence, before the face of the univerfe, that 
~ am now in a place where I would challenge 
them to give proof of their affertions. At 
what a!C, and in what manner have I been in-

, triguing? 
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triguing P Have I' not already {ubmi~ my 
conduc9: to the eyes of my Reader? Is it not 

-in that channel where it will foon be fpread 
abroad, and ia not this fufficient to fatisfy every 
exifting doubt ? 

.. , 

It will be remarked~ that Madame de Bou
lainvilliers, while {he lived, folicited in our be.;. 
half; that the death of that worthy mother 
obliged me to throw myfelf upon the friendlY 
proteCtion of' thofe to whom file had recom
mended me. : .' 

\ In the year 178 I this lady died; and my firit: 

\ 
folicitations at Cou·rt were in the year 1782.-':' 
1'hefe folicitatioBs which I then made were 
warrantable; they were perfeaIyhonorable, 
my fole intent being to reclaim the poffeffions 
of three' orphans, and the eftate of their an
ceftors. But my enemies will objea, perhaps, 
that I have alfo folicited for penons from Whom 
I TeCeived prefents, for thofe WAO rewarded me 
for {uch folicitations.' Tiley charge me falfely; 
the pleafure of having {crved the neceffitous and 
~ unfortunate is all the reward I wilhcd, an" 
all I have evet received. This I have proved in 
W pracefs; and I muft· at leaft: claim tome 
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fmall credit- ft?r my humanity and difinter.{led. 
riefs. 

So very little _ am I famed for intrigue, that 
the very illtrigue into -which I was unfortu
nately drawn by the very intriguing parties 
theOlfe~es-that intrigue from whicrh I found 
i~ fo- ~iffifi:ult to extricate myfelf-I was afhamed 
of it to the very fOloll; and was every day. re
proaching the Cardinal, and advifing him to 
-abandon a ptlrfuit fo very repugnant' to my 
ideas. Mull I recapitulate here, or tum again 
the eyes of my Readers to the depontiol1s of 
1a POlte, to prove how little I was fwayed by 
.!11ercenary motives? He fays, that knowing my 
intimacy with the Cardinal, .he prefented me 
'fome plan, ~hat he wiflred ~e to read, at -whick 
I burft int~ a laud laugh. ~'Me~ Si.r,", iaid ~ 
". I know nothing at all about the .bufinefs; I 
W;fll to do yo1,1 iervice wit~ the, Cardinal, all~ 
will re~ommentl.you" but .that's all" I c~n do.:' 
I accordingly ufed my~illfiuel1ce witp. ~he ~:' 
dinal, and perfuaded.lunf,to grant all i~terv~" 
to Meffi·s. perrins, of t.yons, the negoci~tQJf 
jlJ)d ~ro~~?t=s ',of th~s p~~.. The Cardinat r~ 
~ei"e4 them with thegr~te~ affability, ~cI af
fured thel~ of h.~s .patron~~ .. 

La 

Digitized by Coogle 



.. --=-x----

La' Porte further adds, that thefe fame gen
tlemen had afterwards three' audiences of the 
Cardinal, who' g~v~ them {uch .{hong affurances 
of fuctefs, that, -~h '. a tranfport of gratitude, 
they promifed one million of liv~es 'to the Car
dinal, a large fum for me, one fcir la Porte; one 
for' his father~in.-Iaw, and feveral Il:1illions· for 
. the ~een, as ,alfo f<?r de Calonrie and feveral 
others. This faa the' Cardinal would have de;.. 
'nied, but 1!h:at] obliged la Porte and Grenie't6 
corroborate the circumftances here ftated. ) 

. ." 
" T!tey further. alfo dep~fed, that thefe nego-
ciators, ~ to teftify their gratitude for the fervice 
I had rendered' them~ defired to know of la 
Porte, if a pecuniary offer would be accepted 
by me, to which -he replied in the negative.- . 
They' :then prefumed that a gratuity I Qf i>me 

-beautiful ftuffs might be offered without wound
ing JD-y delicacy, 'a~d accordingly fent me one 
of the moft beautiful gowns I e\'er faw~ -WOlta 

'about fourteen thoufand livres. When '1 re
'·ceived it, I fent three letters to the negociators 
at Lyons, defuing them to find foine opportu

-nity to fetch away the prefent which they had 
had the politenefs to fend me, but which I beg-
led leave to refufe. -

CC2 
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I have earneftly entreated the Judges to pro. 
cure thefe letters, to (onvi~ce themfe1ves of my 
difinterellednefs, and to prove how little I un
derftood of the bufiners, which I left to be en-

~ tiI-ely negociated· betw~n the Cardinal and 
themfelves. Had I been as mercenary as my 
enemies would infinuate, I might have received 
cQnfiderable fums for my fervices; fums which 
probably my enemies, under fud~ c:ircumftanccs, 
would have eagerly. grafped at, but which I 
could not ftoop to receive. . J 

It is neceffary that I fhould here mention my 
refufal of 100,000 livres from the Jewellers, 
whIch I proved before the Judges; but I have 
·no reafon to expeCt favor from thofe who have, 
~ndeed~ ptoved themfelv~s. ~o. be mercenary.
I flatter myfdf between ~y conduct and theirs 
there is a fufficient difference to entitle me to 
impartiality: thefe impoftors have been hit~erto 
too readily, too implicitly believed; for well I 
kliow that it is the : received opinion amongft 
thofe who willi me ill, that I am a woman of 
an intriguing fpirit; but I have the confola· 
tion to refleCt, that fuch vile infinuations will 
vanHh into air when' my Readers lhall have ho· 
nored my Memoirs with all 'attentive perural; 

. they 
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they will there fee, that for fix months after 
the death . of my worthy mother, I remained 
filent and unknown i I did not, therefore, pre
cipitately launch myfelf into the world, but 
gradua1~ made my claims from the Court, at· 
which time I was not more than twenty-five 
years of age; and at the time of the catafttophe 
in 1785 I was only twenty-eight; fo that all 
this intriguing fpirit, this adroitnefs of con
trivance which my enemies have accufed me of, . 
is nothing more than gi4dy vivacity, which, too 
impetuous for the flow deduCtions of reafon, 
is often aCtuated by the mere influence of mo
mentary impul{e. Very little from natural dif
pofition, ftill lefs from natural inclinations, 
have I been calculated for a woman of intrigue. 

I cite my conduB:, from the firA: dawn of 
rearon to the moment of my difgrace, from 
&!Very circumftance which I have laid before my 
Readers, if they can with propriety accufe me
of cunning or contrivance; and I think, from 
this imputation of my enemies, defencelefs as 
I now am, J. am ~ntit1ed to compafiion; but, 
alas! I have not yet experienced the laft confe
'Juence~ of my difgrace, which has opened many 
doors for the abandoned of every defcription to 
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enter and attack me; even thofe whom 1 (carce 
knew have moft unaccountably become my-enc-. 
mles. 

Scar~e was I arrived in England than. I rc-
, ceived a packet, containing a . letter filled with 

the moft pointed abufe, with a caricature print, 
and my,name at the bot~om. T~is ·was the 
performance of a perfon whofe name was Cofta, 
the conduct of whofe wife has been explained 
by my hufband in his Memoir, as well as the 
Jl}ode in which he firfl: became acquainted with 
her huIbapd. This woman, in a very miferable 
and' 4Qreffed condition. ~as brought to my 
hou(e by the Abbe Gamboni; her fituation ex .. 
dted my pity, and I gave her two .Louj,s; her 
hufban"d had abandoned her to live with another 
woman; it was from her we learnt that this 
caricature and letter were the perfonpance of 
her hufband, who takes pleafure in writing 
anonymous letters, in .order to make mifchief. 
It was this very man who, about the fame pe-. 

• rjod, printed a libel againft th~ ~e.n of 
Fl'a11Ce, entitled, "The Supper of Antoinette." 
l:I.~ wrote alfo to the Minifter at Paris, to M. 
Earthelemy, Charge des Afraires at L~ndon, 
iJlforming. them that Count de la Motte had 

• 
" printed 
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printed falfe reports againft the ~een;. that it 
was in his power to 'ftop the publication, if 
the Government would fupport ,and reward. 
him; but the Minifter and M. Barthelemy 
would not condefcend to anfwer this man, 
whom they knew too well. It was then that 
this miferable wretch threw out fire and flame 
againft them all, and concluded by fending 
them one of thefe publications, the very libel , 
which he pretended was written by M. de la'~ 
Motte; two copies of which were procured for 
our perufal, by the Abbe and his wife. ' \, 

This publication fufficiently provcd the vil
lainyof which this wretch was capable. M. 
de la Mottp carried one to M. Barthelemy, ,who 
inftruCted him in all the machitlaticns of this 
man, who was continualIy plotting his defrruc
tion. This man, indefatigable ill this fpecies 
of accufation, being apprized of the effoi-ts of 
M. de la Motte to avenge himfelf, fwore a debt 
againft him of one hundred guincas, for which 
my huiband gave his bill,- and 'at the time ap
pointed to prove his debt, he chofe not to ap
pear, bu~ abfconded. He then fent mal1Y letters, 

. filled with abufe againfr me, 'whom he h~d' 
n~vel' known. 
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The .miferies of the wife made me forget· the 
injuries of the hu£band. At the requeft of M. 
tie la Motte, I took care of her i {he lodged a.t 
my houfe, and I gave her (even guin~ and .. 
half to buy her cloaths and other articles the 
wanted; Ihe lived with me fix teen or eighteen 
months; a,t the expirati(ln of this time, parti
cular r~afons ~ndu(:ed me tQ ~uell: this wo .. 
man to depart; I th~n gave her two guineas. 
A tew months aft~r this, having heard her fay 
a hundred times every thing file knew relative 
to the Ambaffador, ·M. d'Adhemar~ and his Se~ 
cretary d'Arragon, the made the depofition 
which I here fubjoin, as a letter fubf~rvient tQ 

the j ~il:ification of M. de l~ Motte: 

AFF'I04 VIT OF MRS. COST i\. 

MIDD~ESEX, 

TO WI+~ 

I, the llndet-writte:n Benjamin' Cofta, de~ 
pofe and affert . as follows: That on the 3d of 
April, 1786, I departed frpm Edinburgh, in 
order to' deliver at faris, a paptet of letters and. 
papers from COllJlt de fa Mfltte, to a lawyer of 

the 
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the name of Doillot: that after' performing 
the raid (ommiaion, I took my way back to 
England~ with the aforefaid lawyer's anfwer to 
the .Count: tha~ at the. town of Aire, in Ar
tois, I was taken up by people difpatched' af~er 
me from the 'police at Paris, and carried· back 
to the Baftile, whence, after two dayS confh~e
ment, I was taken out and carried J before the' 
Baron de Breteuil, one of the Mini1l:ers of 
State, who told roe he had received a letter from 
my huiballd, "who," he added, "has gieatf 

confinCllce in you; then referred me to the 
Litu~ellaht of the Police, who was to give me 
one hundred Louis d'ors, which the latter ac
cordingly did. after taking, in my prefence, a 
copy of the letter which I had from Mr. Doi!..' 
lot; the lawyer,· in anfwer to Count dt la 
Motte; that I was then difmiffed under the 
efcoIt of Bailiffs 'of the Police, who took me 
poil: down to Calais, where t paired the fea, and 
on my arrival in London, I had an audience of 
the Count d'Adhemar, to whom the' Police at 
Paris baa referred me for my infiruCtions. His 
Excellency bid me tell my hufband to take a 
houCe near Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, to facilitate 
the conveying off the Count de la Motte. and 
~t my fortune fuould be made; adding that 

, d'Arragon 
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d'Arragon fhould kt out next" day for New
caftle. Being myfelf arrived there, I heard from 
my buJband, that he had received one thoufand 
guineas from the Secretary d' Arragon, of which 
fum I faw, in notes, to the amount of nine 
hundred and forty guineas in my huiband's 
poifeffion, fixty guineas having been defalcated 
by the faid d'Arragon for his own ufe, That 
my faid hutband informed me he was to receive 
moreover, ten thoufand pounds fterling, for de
livering up the {aid Count de la Motte to the 
French Miniftry, the Sieur d'Arragon referving 
to himfelf aIfo one fifth part of the raid fum: 
that my hutband had been foJicited by the faid 
d'Arragon, to adminifter to the faid Count de 
]a Motte, the contents of a certain phial, which 
were to put him to fleep for the fpace of four 
and twenty hours, during which they lhould 
put him into a fack, and convey him to a lhip 
lying ready in the harbour, the Captain of 
which was one Surbois, all Exempt of the 
French Police; that my hutband abfolutely de
clined adminiftering the draught contained in 
the faid phia~. Thlit . the pretence of the faid 
vefi"el's (of which the whole crew were a fwann 

,# • 

of retainers to the Police, in difguife) failing 
to N ewcaftle, was to make experiments on pit 

coal. 
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coal. That my huiband having all along dif
covered to Count dC:!. la Motte, the whole ma
chination, the latter, un;willing that Mr. Cofia 
fhould lofe the money promifed him,· fuffered 
him to aCt as if in concert with the people rent 
to . apprehend the Count; in confequence of 
which we all came up together to London. 
where my hu£band had a meeting in a hackney
coach, with Count d'~dhemar, and his Secre
tary d' Arragon, apparently on the fubjeCl: of 
betraying the Count de laMotte. In witnefs . 
whereof.l have figned the preSent atteft<:ltion. 

• BENJAMIN A COSTA. 
Sworn before me) 

tbis 9th of December, 1788. 
Wm~ HYDE. 

I did ~ot· choofe to avail myfelf of this. wo
man's difireffed fituation to p~ocure this affida
vit, which will fufficiently explain the machi- • 
nations of my enemies, but waited till 1\111'5. 
eofia had procured a place i it was then I fent 
for her.; it was then, freely and without re
ward, lhe made this depofition upon her oath.· 
1his woman's hufband then afferted, that I had 
taken undue advantage of liis wife; and, fra.ught 
with malice, went about from one coffee-houfe 

t 
. . 
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to anot~er, French bookfell~. &c. inventing 
malicious lies, and endeavouring, as much as 
poffible, to blacken the charaCltr of my hur. 
band and myfelf. Thi, wretch then wrote me 
a letter fo infamous, that no defcription can 
pambly equal. But I will not take up the time 
of my Readers, nor walle my own, by calling 
into exiftence a wretch who will foon fink into 
his natural infignificance. 

The letter I allude to is left with Sir Sarnpfon 
Wright; but at the time it was ~ritten, this 
fellow, dreading the confeq\1en~es, thought pro
per to abfcond; and, t~ prevent being pur{ued, 
caufed a report to be fpread that he was dead; 
and his wife, to give colour to t'«is, put on 
mourning, and gave out that he died in Hol9 
land. 

• Some perfons, however, believe, they can 
~e him writing the life of another vagabond, 
Caglioftro, whofe tranfcendant virtues have 
brought him to the ftake at Rome) it new{~ 
papers fpeak true. That great man difdained 
the death of common men; but could not, 
though he had lived all his life under planetary 

influence, 
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infiuerxc, and c:aculated the nativity of others, 
prediCt tlte fplendor of his own exit. This 
oracle, who bewitched the Cardinal's under
~andingt ~s now convinced his credulous 
friends anet' ~ts of the fallacy of prediCt: .. 
ing futute-eVents by aftrologi~al· calculations; 
for I have heard that he has been lately blJrnt 
at Rome. 

It i~ this ¥. <;olla, who would llop at. rto~ 
thing, and breathes impla~ble vengeanc~ againft 
me and my hufband~ who has propagatecl fo 

. many calumnies againft lI.le; he has even wrQte 
to M. Tillet a letter replete with the greateft 
fcurrility, and concluding with the following 
paragraph :_lC M. de la Matte has left hi, 
wife, taken away all the furniture, effeas, and 
money, and left her in great diftrefs." Signed 
Angelique. This girl has never wrote any fuch 
thing. 

Another letter fays, cc ,Madame de 1a Motte 
was for fome time affifted by an. Englilb: noble
man; but he was fo difgufted at feeing her in
delicacy in writing pamphlets, and alro another 
Memoir, for the purpofe of procuring money, 
,that notwithftanding he had taken her under his 
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.proteCl:ion, he at'length abandoned her."
Signed Angelique Genico. This poor girl de .. 
nied thefe letters with tears in her eyes; {he is 
not capable of being fo great a monfter. Who 
then can have written. them ? No other than 
thofe· very impafiors, thore unprincipled crea
tures who have forged the refl:. 

I have before mentioned the cruelty C?f my 
relations~ who turned a deaf ~to the requeft 
'Of poor J,\-Iarianne; not fo my' worthy friena I 

Mademoifelle de Charton,' Alas:! that I lhouId 
meet more compaffiorl, m~re -relief from fit3~;' I 

gers, than relations, from' whom I had a right 
'to expeCt both. I have elfewhere reprobated 
their condutl:; but I forgot to infert in its pr~ 
per place the letter I received from, M. de 
Charton, which {peaks the native goodnefs of 
her heart, contrafted with the meannefs of-Ma
dame de Surmon; I {hall therefore infert it 
here; and i~ infertion will need no other pre
face, and requires no furtller apology. 

LETTER 

i 
I 

--- G - [-.~ 
Digitized by oog e 



.-,..-----...... --
( 399 ). 

LETTER FROM M. CHARTON. 
" 

MAD'AM, 

cc Permit me to commence this letter, by 
cORgJ:atulating Y9U upon your fortunate arrival, 
.and thanking YOli for having the kindnefs to 
inform me of it ; you' have thereby done juftice . 
to that lively inter.eft with which. your unfor-
. .lunate condition has oonftantly. infpired me.---
Accept my fincere good' willies that you mar 
. enjoy as mw:h profperity in England as. you 
. .a~v,e fuffered ad-verfity in France. Truft to the 
. fincerit1 jpf her, whQ, w.ithout having deoply 
.fcrls1ti~i~e4 ypur unfortunate ,hulinefs" has .ro~
.ftalltly:Jarnented, the, troubles., iIi' which it m. 
involved.you. . , 

" 

. I blq{h .wh~1l .I. lh.i.nk of the acknowledg
m~.ts .. "hH:hJQU hawcJo:profufely befiowed on 
O)y gqod \V~fbes bt tf«ve. you" for they are en

.utltfJ,1:Q l~t~:merit.· I haYe notglven you fuell 

. P['Pfs as ,yoPf .. u.t"ation fuould have exaCted. 
This poor Marianne has greatly exaggerated 
.,nd magnifiecl thQ.~tle I have done, which ori
oginated ill h~r dcfire~ t9 do juftice to my anxiety 
on account pf ,f1J.y inability to do as I wiihed. 

• Humanity 
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Humallity is a virtue in a good heart J it is 
alfo a duty which, if my abilities had (uffered 
me to fulfil, I fuould have been amply -tecom
penfed in its accomplilhment. 

Suffer me, Madam, to remind you of happier 
times; and you will believe, that if I had been 
able to oblige- you, I fuould not have failed to 
acquit myfelf towards you~ -and thereby evince, 
that the recollection of your kindnefs to a per
Ion belenging to me has not been effaced from 
_ my heat't ;y the picture of your misfortunes. 
Reluaant~ I remind you of your diftrefting 
fituation ~t the m~ent when YOI1 regained 
-your free4om. . Imagme to yourfe1f my afro-
nilhmen.r' on the arrival of Marianne, my anx
iety, my embarraffment-you without affift
ance, and I without the means of procuring it; 
your fecret to be kept, fear left an indiicreet 
z~al might be detrimental' to YOlJr intereft:; 
every thing contributed to redouble my anxiety. 
Perplexed to a degree, the abfence of Madame 
de la Tour completed my embarrafl"ment; I d~ 
termined, however, to go in queft of Madame 
de Surmon, not being acquainted with your af
fairs; ignorant of every circumftance that 
m.ight have been between Y91,j, 1 could only 

• addn1~ 
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lddrefs myrelf to them as a fuppliant, 'inceffarttly 
apprehenfive left they {bould be offended witH 
my application, as I had no authoriry! to prefs 
them urgently in your behalf. With;the~refltlt 

of this firft application you are acquain~ed; 
fince you had an interview v. ith M. de Surmon 
that fame' evening. 'I cannot, however, help 
remarking, that the f~all af!.iftance {he t~ 
afforded was incompetent to-carry you to Eng~ 
land; I was, therefore, not' fut1;rl'ted at the re~ 
turn of Marianne, and ftilllefs fo: at the-intent 
of 'her journey; it was then that' I: Vids molt 
fenfibly affeCted at the diihefs of your fad fitil ... 
ation. 

) . . ' 
CC I again moft folemnly declare, that I ani 

totally ignorant of your hu{bana's affairs' Eince 
your terrible cataftrophe. I have' ftudioufly 
avoided every thing that could again bring them 
into recolleCt~on. At lehgth IMarianne deter:': 
mined to l)urfue her journey (after the· poor 
girl ·was ill-treated by this family) to Paris. 

. At h~r return to Bar-fur-Aube, {be {bowed me 
her little hualle and a few Louis, which {he 
had brough~om Paris; {he then {howed me 
a fmall parcet containing fuifts and a cloak, 
all belonging to you, Madame j but which, I 
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am lorry to fay, thefe relations futTered to b( 

taken away, and fold or pledged; and this 
mean . relation redeemed the cloak after the de
parture C?f the poor girl. 

" Alas, . Madame, for my part I have done 
nothing; I have no other merit than in difen
cumbering poor Marianne of her bundle, which 
incomploded her in her journey; the fmall fum 
I have advanced is too trifling to deferve any 
acknowledgment-Yes, Madam, ~t was then 
that I indeed fincerely regretted that I was not 

riell. • 

CC The fituation in which YOll found M. de la 
Motte has excited, and will long continue to 
excite, my fenfibility ; affure him, Madam, that 
the diftanee which misfOltune removes us from 
each other, has not diminifiled that attachment 
for you which I have always been anxious to 

demonfil'ate; and I fhall conftallt1y think my
ielf happy in proving to both thofe refpeCtful 
fentiments with which I have the honor to be, 

'( r.Iadame, 
" Your very humlfte 

" And obed~nt fen'ant, 
" IVIELANI~ CHAR TON .. ' 

Bnr-jur-Al,fJt', 'Sr}t. 12th, 1787. 

I 
.~ 



I I 

The above is the kind epiftle I received from 
M·. Chirton, wherein the meanners of Madame 
Surmon is fufficic;ntly confpicuous; the flights, 
the infults, th~ indignities I have fuffered from 
unknown ertemre~, are not half fo intolerable as 
thofe I have received from relations; it is thofe 
who have encouraged the reft to print pam
phlets replete with falfities j it is thofe wlio~ 
with unheard-of barbarity, have determined 
that 1 '{hall have no retreat. Inhuman wretches, 
whither will ye purfue me? Ye have deftroyed 
my reputation j Malice has fattened upon the 
animofity ye bear mt. Stripped of my pro
perOty, driven from my native country, will ye 
envy me even this poor retreat? In the exi
genees of obfcurity, will ye purfue me to de- -
ftruaion? • 

When thefe wretches di(tovered the place 01 
tny retreat, they crowded around the door, and 
endeavoured to terrify the miftrefs of the houfe. 
IC The perfon who lodges here," {aid they cc is 
the famou'S Countefs dt la Motte, a wicked and 
a dangerous woman, the authQl' of a libel againft 
the French Government j {he is charaCterized 
as (uch in all the newfpapers j as foon as the 
Govemment is apprized that {he is here, they 
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will ufe force, and it wi]} be inevitably attended 
with fatal confequences not only to yourfelf 
but family. 

Such were the means made ure of, and Iefs 
than thefe infinu~tions were fufficient to inti
midate people not cOI\.verfant with the laws of 
their country. The next day, they again de
fired t.he people where I lodged inftantly to drive 
me out, and frill endeavouring to imprefs them 
with a fen(e of their danger. 

Terrified with imaginary fears, thefe people 
V\~ere agitated· to that degree, that nothing could 
quiet them but the remonftrance of a perfon of 
prope ... ty and unblemiilied reputation, who pro
mifed to take all the confequences upon himfelf. 
Thus auured, as I feared 110· founded charge 
againfi: me, and gueffing the .. quarter from 
whence thefe \njuries proceeded, I confented to 
'remain in the f'jme houfe. But it is impoilible 
for m'y Readers to have any idea of that invete
rafy"with which I have been purfued; but- I 
know the'l'quarter from whence it proceeds, and 
the end it is expeCted to produce. My enemies 
willi, by han-ailing and fatigue, to make me 
.weary . of . life ; they wilh to bring me to my 
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grave, where they may then blaft 'my memory' 
with fcandalous reports uncontroverted: Then" 
memoirs and pamphlets may be circulated as 
authentic; then they may make me fay juft' 
what they willi to be believed; but I truft the 
difcerning and humane will not eafily give cre
dit to fuch infinuations from thofe, the depth. 
of whofe malignity cannot eafily be afce(
tainecL 

During my confinement in the Baftile, the 
family of Rohan circulated a report that r ~as 
an intriguing woman, who uCurped a noble 
name, the better to deceive and impoCe upon. 
the credulous. My counCeJ, M. Doillot, hear
ing thefe report.;, and reading the public prints, 
queftioned me concerning my birth, and de
manded how I could get it certified, all my pa
pers and letters havin~ been detained in the 
Baftile. 

I then raw no other mode but to make a de
mand upon the Minifier, to whom~ny counCe! 
accordingly wrote. But the Count de Ver~ 
gennes returned for anfwer, that he could do 
nothing himCclf without the concurrence of the 
Parliament; in conC(:quence of this my co:'ll1~ 
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fel wrote twice to the Parliament, who ret ufed 
his application. At length, finding this juft 
demand rejeCl:ed, M. Doillot determined to ap
ply to M. d'Hozier de' Serigny, Grand Ge
nealogift of France, who granted the Memoir, I 

perufed, examined arid figned by him, which I 

my cbunfel rendered public, by affixing it to I 

Iny firft Memoir; and wl1ich, for the Reader's ' 
infpea:ion~ I have likewife annexed to this 
work. 

At length then my enemies, co.nvinced that 
, 1 was defcended from ,Blood Royal, finding 

themfelves difappointed here, they attacked my 
l~lband's family, which alfo ga~ned fplendor 
from their fcrutiny; they fpread a rep'ort that 
M. de la Motte was the fon of a poor family at 
Boulogne; that his father, called la Motte, of 
Bar-fur-Aube, had been a common foldier, an~ 
having diftinguilhed himfelf by his bravery, was 
rewarded with the Crofs of St. Louis and the 
brevet, of Colonel. To refute this report alro, 
nly counfel demanded fome of thefe titles, which 
were alfo among my papers in the Bafti\e i but 
l\tt. de la Motte's mother furnifhed him with 
titles fuffici~Ptly authentic to be inferted with 

Digitized by Goog1e--



( 40 7 ) 

I fhall only tell my ~esJ whom, if pof-
. fible, I would ret rightJ that neither .my huf
band, nor any defcendants of that family, were 
born in Champagne, but in Lower Gafcony, of 
a noble and ancient family; that my hufuand's 
anceftors have been decorated with the Order· 
of the Holy Ghoft, created oy Henry the Se-. 
cond and his three fucceffors. M. de la Motte's 
father was a Chevalier of St. Louis, and his 
-anceftors poffelred thofe hOllors their merit had 
juftly acquired. 

Under the reign of·Lollis the Fourteenth, .. 
they were honored with a great number of-let
ters, defiring their adVice concerning affairs of 
State, 'greeting them with the title of Dear and 
.\VeU-beloved Chevalier de 1a Motte. A grelt 
number of there letters, join'cd to the authentic 
·titles of that family, have placed my hulband's 
anceftors in places of eminence, and all have 
uniformly diftinguifhed themCelves as gentle
men and brave officers. 

M. de la Motte's father was Lieutenant-ma
jor in the regiment of the Count and Vifcount 
d'Argouge, which he quitted to enter into the 
Gens d'Annes, where he W3S made Commander 
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of a Company ,of Boqrgignons, and was killed 
at the head ~ his, cOJ,l1pany at the famous battle 
of Minden. His only fon, ,my hufband, was 
received into the fame company at fifteen years 
of age, and was thirteen years in the Gens 
d'A.rmes; which, though his calumniators have 
bafely infmuated that he was obliged to quit 
the corps for mifconduet, yet they dare not af
fert it publicly, left- fomething more than the 
mere 4eteftion of falfehood fuould repay their 
infamy:' My hu1band quitted this corps of his 
own accord; 11is bufinefs calling him. to Paris 

.. il). the year 1782, and the bn:vet of retreat was 
given him; at the fame time, his Commanders, 
the Count$' de Vertillac and de Challeys can 
both tefiify, that M. de la Motte was eameftly 
entreated not to quit the corps; but he deter",:' 

. mined to follow me to Paris; and having re~ 
ceived his brevet, he departed accordingly.
This brevet, without diminifhing the merit of 
the other officers, paid every acknowledgment 
to my hufuand's merit, and to the propriety of 
his conduCl: for the fpace of thirteen years that 
he ferved in that corps, 

'thus not only his birth, but his behaviour 
were equally honourable; and had his enemies 

known 
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known that either wQuld fo weU ftand the teft, 
their envy, their malice, would not have fuf-

- fered fuch a difappointment hy the fcrutiny. 
Great as their effronteIY is, I defy them to 
prove the truth of their afi'ertions, I defy them 
to prove the falfity of mine. But, alas lour 
condemnation has opened a thoufand doors for 
the admiffion of the moft horrid calumnies-; 
their own malignant difpofitions t their own 
malicious propenfities, they have transferred to 
me, ami triumphed in thofe epithets upon .me,
which could be applied to none fo well as them
felves. But the good, -the difcerning, will he ... 
(it ate in: giving ready. credit to t1le reports of 
fuch people, compofed of knaves, libertines; 
and women of the worft and mofi: abandoned 
defcription. 

Before I lay _down my pen, let me advapce 
fome precepts, by the application of which 
many of my own rex will find themfelvesmuch 
happier than they are. Perhaps, I have great 
reafon to do this, and very juft caufe to com .... 
plain of the perfecutions and cruelties with 
which my own fex have purfued me fince th~ 
ara of my misfortune, 
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Delicate as female' reputation is, I would ad
vUe them, as they efteem their own, nat rea
dily to give credit to calumniating reports, 
much lefs "to fpread them abroad; I would cau
tion them to "defpife thofe, who, hacknied in 
fyftematic fcandal, feaft upon the bleeding re
putation of their fifters, mangled and tom by 
calumny ~ let them demand of thofe who con
vey fuch vile infiliuations fome proof of the 
circumfrances which they relate; let them 6ft 
th.em thoroughly to the bottom; let them en
quire the charafier of the tale ... bearer; let them 
a4k how, where and when, and whether fhe 
knows the woman whom file has fo eagerly at .. 
teinpted to difgrace. 

Alas! I have fvffered from calumny; but 
fecure in the impenetrable mail of virtue~ I re
m~}.l, though vexed, yet ullwowuled; for my 
charaCter, I challenge the minutcfi: inveft-iga
tion j me they cannot fubftantia11y injure; but 
I can affure many of my fex, if tl1ey would 
not IHlen to fuch dangerous dift-urbers of tran
quility, their happinefs would be infinitely 

. greater, and they would then enjoy all that do',. 
meftic felicity, which renders earth an' epitome 
Qf He~ven, and' their hearts would not be: 

gnawed 
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-gnawed by jea1oury~ nor their tempers. foured 
by chagrin;' then would not the pure and fpot~ 
lefs character be ftained by the falfe afperfions 
of malice, nor the brightnefs of virtuous re
putation be obfcured by the mifts of envy. 

I 

The conduB: of a dangerous woman, who 
once endeavoured to fow ditfenfion between me 
and my hufuand here occurs to me; {be affumed 
the deceitful appearance of hypocritical con- .. 
~crn, and affeEted to give me the moil friendly 

. advice .refpeaing my co?duCl:, at the very mo
Jnent {be was labouring to deftroy my charac .. 
tee. By thefe infidious whifpers, which injure 
more . than direCt abufe, my friends appeared 
~nuf\Jally referved; I was anxious to difcover 
the reafon; at length I traced it; I banilhed 
the calumniator" from my houfe, and all was 
quiet, it appeared that many of my friends had 
imbibed an qnfavourable opinion of me fi"om 
her detractions; pnce difcovered, her company 
was {bunned, and fh~ was avoided as a difiurber 
of the peace of Society. 

All I willi of my fex, whom I eft-eern and 
honot, is, that they will deafen their ears to 

. the voice of Slander. Should they do this, their 
obfervaIl~c 
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obfervance of this' precept will, like virtue, 
carry its own reward; they will enjoy them
{elves, and they will communicate to their fa
milies that peace and tranquillity which cannot 
be expreffed; nor is this all, for by this con
duCt they will conciliate the moft refpeCtful at
tention from the worthy and {enfible of the 
other {ex; and let me affure my fair Readers, 
that no calumny is fo certainly believed, as that 
which one woman propagates againft anoth.er. 
Lions and tygers, even the moft femcious of 
the favage brood, will, at leaft fpare thofe of 
their own fpecies. 

It would be endlefs were I to mention all the 
calumniating reports both of myfelf and my 
hufband, to prejudice us in the public opinion; 
but thefe are reports of a party, whCDm HeavenJ 

in mercy to mankind,. has deprived of the 
power of doing mifchief; yet though deprived 
IJf the power, they are !lill bufied by their en
deavours. They now circulate Ieports in the 
newfpapers, that my husband has prefented two 
petitions to the National Affembly, which have 
been rejeCted with difdain, and thrown afide 
without an anfwer •. I have authority to COll

tradiCt this report, and affign tl)e tru'e reafon 
why 
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why the fubjeCt: of my hu{band's petition meets 
not that immediate attention which fuch a peti
tion deferves; for I have a higher opinion of 
thejuftice of the National 'A1fembly, than for 
a .momc;nt to entertain a doubt fo injurious to 
that learned body, that thofe claims will not be 
attended with fuccefs. But, immerfed in a mul
tipJicity of bufinefs, -engaged in adjufting the 
differc:nt interefts of a great nation, and pre
liding oyer an infant Conftitution, fuch mo
mentous ~ncerns will not permit this illuftri-
9US Affembly fo. to abfiraet its attention from 
tb~ gcmerai good~ .as to attend to the lefs im
portant claims of a fingle individual. I am a 
Frenchwoman, and ~ave the love of my coun
try at. heart; I would not, therefore, \-vi1h that 
my countrymen iliQltld lofe any. benefit that 
JIl~y.~ecrue from their counfels, by giving an 
interruption to their deliberations, however 
much tny own intercft might be depend~nt on 
~h~ iffue. My hulband is of the fame opinion; 
)Ie throws himfelf with unbounded confidence 
into the arms of his country.'s Saviours, aBd 
:patiently waits the moment when the pillars of 
the Conftitution, reared upon the pyramidical 
bafis of Liberty and the Rights of Human Na
ture fuall have left the architeets of this g)o .. 

nous 
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rious pile at ieirure, to direCt their attention t() 

the clai~s of oppreffed individuals; 

I have lately received letters from my fifter; 
complaining of the injuftice of the Houfe of 
Rohan and their partifans j {be reclaims· the 
credentials of our birth, which are numerous. 
and in the hands of Government; thefe they 
unjuftly refufe to deliver. She demands our 
titles of Nobility, but {he is refured; every 
thing that might intereft the Public'in our be
half, is watched with a jealous eye, is kept 
back with a thong hand. How different the 
treatment of my antagonift . 

• 
The Cardinal de Rohan was advifed to give 

every proof of his innocence; it is true, in~ 
deed, that he is not guilty refpeCting the neck
lace j. but he well knows, that I was yet lefs 
guilty. than himfelf, and that his condua to
wards me is a new infamy, and will be a yet 
greater weight upon his c;onfcience. I Itlean 
his having reized upon my property, and what 
is yet wone, detaining my papers. When my 
fifter requefts to have there delivered up, the 
Cardinal objects' that my hufualld and myfdf 
were condemned as criminals. My fifter then' 

defires, 
• 
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defires, al\d I enforce l1er reqneft, that .he will 
read the arret againft us, where he will fee that 
we are not condemned for embezzling the neck
lace, for not a fyllable of that circumftance is 
there· mentioned; we are only condemned, upon 
the accufation of Vilette~ for having written 
the fignature of MARIE ·ANTOINETTE. Shal
low as this evidence was againft me, I was de
ftined to be the viaim of power; it was in vain 
to r:empnftrate; the Cardinal was powerful, 
my fifter poor, and her complaints were certain 
to be out-tongued. 

Thus, from one injuftice heaped u~n an
other, I truft the impartial will readily fee, 
how the influence, wealth, and abilities of the. 
Houfe of Rohan have been collecb:d in their 
might to crulh an helplefa individ,ual, who. 
unpropped by influence, unfupported by wealth, 
had nothing but her own confc;ience to bear 
her up. How then, when the intereft of fuch 
parties was to crulli, can it be Cuppofed a perfon 
fo circumftanced fhould efcape? My weaknefs 
as an individual invited their attack, but the 
ftrength of my caufe wa$ not fo eafily· van
quifhed; to effeCt: this, they were neceffitated 
to have recourfe to the m~eft, the molt 
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treacherous methods; my huiband was to he 
affaft"mated, and my reputation was at any rate ~ 
to be deftroyed. . 

I have to entreat his Majefty to hear my 
caufe : I would recommend to him the example 
of Louis the Fourteenth. 

One.day that illuftrious perfonage \Vas par
fing the wood of Boulogne on his way, to St. 
Denis; he was charmed with that enchanting 
fpot j and, on account of its being fo near Ver
failles, the King wilhed to poffefi it; he en
q uired ,of thofe around him, how the Religious 
of Lonchamps became poffeffed of that charm
ing wood? The Minifter informed him, that 
it was given by Saint Louis for the portion of 
his fifter, Saint Ifabel, who was a Religious in 
this' Abbey. "Well then," replied the King, 

. '.'" in that cafe, I fuppofe, thete will be no dif
. ficulty in regaining it." 

From this anfwer, the Ladies of Longchamps 
apprehended that they fhould lore their pro
perty; and the Minifter 'inftituted a procefs 
againft the Convent. T.he King one day en
quired how it went on, and what would be the 

refuIt ? 
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refult·? "Do you think," enquired his Majefty, . 
we fuall recover it?" ": As a'Kingt . replied tht· 
Minifter, cc your Majefty will re~ver it."-: 
cc But bow as an ~ndividual ?'~: rejq>intd the King. 
" Your Majefty willlQfe it/' replied the; Mini
frer. .~ Well then}' faid this' roagnanim()}ls 
Prince, c~ let me, be· judg(:d ~s .. if. I w¢r~ a pri~ 
vat~· maIr'~ 

In confequence of thi~, an advantageous ex
change was agreed upon with the Ladies of 
Longchamps for .another wood near. St. Ger
main's; ~d 1ince ·tha.t time the-wood of Bol.i~ 
logrto.lias beeJ:l- appropriated· to. the amufement 
()f KingsJand Princes 'Of the BIped. The Re
ligious of thm . Abbey carefully treafur:e up in 
.their· ~ archives· this anecdote of the' ill uftrious 
Monarch, and the.very words h~ fpQke on the 
occafion, which I have myfelf read with the 
greateft pleafure. When I recoJ1ecr the virtues " '. 
of this great King, I confefs my hopes greatly 
ftrengthencd, that my Sovereign, my worthy 
Sovereign, will follow the laudable example of 
his illuitrious predecelfor; that he will recol
lea the unfortunate Valois; that he will pro
nounce the fame words as Louis' the Fourteenth, 
the words which he put intQ th~ mo~th of the 
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Daaphin when he prefcnted him to the Na~ 
tional Affenibly. TQ,is ~ope fits fmiling at my 
~eart, and wi~h a tran'fient gleam illumines the 
dar~ gloom of the ~iferies I Q,ave fQ lont; fuf~ 
tained j thore.will I hopC? be recolleB:ed by my 
gr~ci~qs Sovereign, who will alfo confider ·my 
h~m~liadon, . my fubmiffion ant! my refpeCt, 
convinced as .he mull: l>e, that l was ~ndeferv~ 
edly difgraced, !Uld moll: unPght~uay facri-
ficed. . , 

The fubjoi11.~ authentic Mem~rial will in'" 
oubitably ~ow, I am no~ a vain 'pretencler to 
the h<)~or of Royal defcent, as my cnemi~s have 

, bafelyafi"erted,; fince my claini has bee~ invef~ 
:tigated. and admitted, by the Officer of the; 
Crown whofe province it is to 'afcertain ~e ge .. 
nealogy of the French Nobility ~ 

'" . 

MEMORIAL 



( 419') 

MEMORIAL 

Concerning the &ufe of Saint Remy de Yakis, 
JPrung from the natural fln, whom Henry the 

- Second, King of France, had !Jy NicDle de Sa-' 
'lJigny; .LadY.flnd BarDnifs de St. Remy. .. 

Arms of tAe·HoufeJle St. R~my de Valois. 

Argent 'with a ftfs azure, charged "ith three 
JIowe:. de luces or. 

H' ENR Y the Second, King of France, had 
. : by (*) Nicole de Sayigny, Henry de Saint 

.Remy, that. follows. The raid Nicole de Sa
~igny, ftyled High and Puiffant Lady, Lady of 

. ,Saint Remy, Fontette du Chatellier and Noez, 
lIJ.~tied. John de Ville,. Knight of ~e King's 
Order, and made her laft will on the J 2th of 
January, 1590, in which the declared, "That 
the .late King Henry the .Second hadrnade a 
.donation to Henry Monjieur, hil Ion, the fum 
of 30,000 crowns foJ, w.hich the .had received 
in 1558." 

COo) Gellealogical HijlorJ of the HOlzJe of Frallte, oJ 
Falhn" An/time, 'Vol. i. p. 136. 

HijlorJ of F1"alltt, Dy the Prejidelzt Henault, 3d eJ.i7 

tiOIl, in 410. p. 315. 
Ee2 II. DE-

Digitized by Coogle 



( !4-Z0 ) 

II, DEGREE. Fourth PrfJgenitw.] Henry de, 
Sairit Remy, caUed. Henry Monfieur is ftyled 
High am~ P':liffant Lord, Kn~ghtt Lord of the 
Manors and Bar~m du Chatellier, Fontette, 
Noe~ and Beauvoir~ K..~ight of the King's Or
der. -Gentleman of the Bed-chamber· in Ordi-

, .' , .. . , . .. ~ " 

nary, Colonel of a regiment of horfe, and of 
. foot, and Governor of Chateau-Villain; mar~ 
rie4 by con~raa: Oa:~b~ 3 I, I S9Z~ ~i~l~ ~~ 
Effoye, in Ch!UDP~gn, pame Chriftiana de 
Luz, (t) fty~ed High and P.uiff~~ ~y. ~lia: 
of Claud de Frefnay, Lord of Loupy, Knigbt 
of the King~s Ord~; and daughter of the Hon. 
James de ,Luz, alfo Knight . ~f the King~s Or~ 
'der, and of Lady Michelle du Fay, Lord and 
,Lady of Bazoilles ; died at Paris on the' i 4th of 
February, i62I, and had of his marriage the 
fon who follow5. .' 

III. DEGRBE. tfhird Progenitor.] Renatus de 
Saint Remy, ftyled High and Puiffimt Lord, 
Knight, Lord and Baron de Fontette, G~tl& I 

man 'in Ordinary to the King's Bed-cQamber, 
Captain of a hundred m~n at arms, died Match 

(+) fhe t1!!0 younger Itflers, },I/nrina "nd l.fllgdnlen 
tie Luzt were married, ihe 01le to Frauds de Choifettl, 
Ba~o1Z. tie Ambolr1!i/le; alld tEe other ttl Bc;ifamin da S01l

ciere, Lord alzd Baron of'l'e,,(jO)(;. 
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1 I» 1663, and had married, by articles ~ntered 
into April 25, 1646~' at·E1I'oye, Jacquettc Bre
vau, by whom, amol)gft others. he had the 

, f.allowing fon: -, 

lV. DEGREE. Great ·GranJ7f~her,J Peter 
John d~ saint' &emy Valois, 'ftyled High and 
Puiffimt Lord, Knight, Lord of font~te, Ma
jor-of the regiment of Bach~rilliers horfe, was 
bam septCmher 9, 1649, and baptized at Fon
tette, oCtober I~,. J6S3J matri~ firft'-to De
inoifclle Re~ Marga(et -<it: Co)lrtois, and a te
ccmd tim.e by articles paffed on - January 18, 
-I6,a, "at 'St. Aubi:n~ in the diocefe of Toul, t~ 
Demoifcille Mary de Mullot, daughter of Pa~l 
de Mullot, Efq. and of Dame CharlC?t~~ de 
Chafins, died before the 14th of March, 1714; 

and of his fecond marriage had a·fon who fol
lows: 

• 
V.DEGltEE.'.Grand:fathtr.] Nicolas Renatus 

de' Saint Remy de Valais, ftyled Knight, Baron 
of Saint Remy, and Lord of Luz, was bap
tized at Saint Aubin-aux-Auges, in the diocefe 
of Touie, the 12th of April, 1678, ferved the 
King auring ten years, as garde-du-corps- to his 
~ajefty, in the Duke de Charol\:'s company, 

quitted 
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quitted. the (ervi.c~; to marry by artic~ of the 
14th of March, .'17 14, De~oiJelle 'Mary:Eliza
beth de· Vicnn~. :daughter .of l)licolas FIancis 
de Vienne, Knight, Lord and Baron of ·F~ 
tette, Noez, &c. Counfellor to the King, Pre
fident, Lieutenint-generalin matters· both -ci
vil and criminal;' in the Itoyal Bailiwidcof rBar.. I 

fur-Seine,: arid of :Dame . Elizabeth de Meri1lc; I 

died at Fontetn: on,the ia of Oaober~ i7S9; 
and of his marriage ,had two.(ons~ fir(t, Peter 
Nic~as Renauis de St. ,Remy, de ~, born 
,at ~Fontette,' June 3, J7 i6, receiveCl in 17#a 
Gentleman 'Cacet, in' the regiment of ·Gral'., 
wnere It is alfured he was killed.in an ~ 
ment againft the: King's ene.; and:tec:ODd, 
J~es, 'who foU6ws ~ , 

VI. DEGREE. Father.] James de St. Remy« 
Valois, firft called de Luz, and afterwards de 
Valois, ilyled, Knight, Baron de St. Remy, 
was born' at' . Fqittette, December 22, i717, 
-and baptized Janu;u-y I, 1718. In his baptif
mal atteftation~ which contains his name and 
condition, his father, thereat prefent, is called 
and ftyled, 'cc Meffire N~olas Renatus de Saint 
Remy de Valois, .Baron ,de St. Remy i" .and his 
aunt, who was one of-the fponfors, : is therein 

called 
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called " DemoifeUe Barbara Therefa, daughter 
of the late Meffire Peter John de Saint Remy 
de Valois." Both of them fignedtheir names 
to it, Saint Remy de Valois. He efpoufed, in 
the· parifil church of St. Martin, at Langres, on 
the 14th of Auguft, 175S, Mary Joffel, by 
whom he already had a iOn •. who follows: and 
dicxl-at the Hotel Dietl, in PRril, February 16, 
'1762, according to the' Regifter of his death, 
in which he is - called and ftyled, ,cc James, de 
.Valois, Knight, BaroA de Saint Remy." 

VII. DEGR.EE. Procreating.] James de Samt 
Remy de V'alois, bom"Februaty 25, 1755, "and 
J>~tizcd ~e fame day, in the parochial chutdl 
,If St. Peter and St. Paul, in the city of Lm-

. ~es; acknowledged and baptized by his father 
~d mother in die act of their efpoufals of tJie 
.J4th of Aug~, of the fame year. 

: Jane de St. Remy de .valois, bom at. Fon .. 
tette, July 22, , 1756• 

Mary. Anne de Saint Remy de Valois, born 
~1fo at Fon~ette, october 2, 1757 • 

. We, AnthoI)Y Mary d'Ozier de Serlgny, 
Knight, Judge at Arms of the Nobility of 
France, Knight, Honorary Grand Crofs of the 

2 . Royal 
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Royal Order of St. Maurice of Sardi~a,. doer
tify unto the King, the truth of the faCts.terti
fied in the above' Memorial by us drawn up 
from authentic records. 'In: witnefs thereof we 
have figned the prefent .certificate, and cawed it 
to be counter-fign~ by aUl' Secretary, who has 
,put it to the feal,of our arms. Done at Paris, 
on Monday; the 6th day of the month of M~y, 
in the y'ear. ~ 776: (figned) D'HOSI19R. DE SE~ 

lUGNY: (/O'iPer'down) ,by Monfieur the Jttdge 
at Arms of the: Nobility of France: . DttPLESlS, 

(and foaled.) 

'We, ~the. ul'lderfigned JUdgo'at Arms of the 
'Nobility· of France, &c. do ceitify that this 
. copy of the prefent ,Memorial is conformable 
':to the'record pr.eferved'in our repofitory of No-
bility; in witnefs wMreof we have' figned it, 
and caufed it tQ be couriter-figned by ·our Se

-cretary, who has' affixed t9 it the teal 'of. our 
arms. Done at Paris., on ,Thurfd!ly the J 3th 

, day of the month of october, in'the year J 78 S. 
Siglled D'HO~~Elt DE S:CRIGN'Y. 

By Monfieur the Judge at Arms of the 
Nobility of France. Signed DUPLESIS. 

1 
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A P P t N D I X. 

. , , , 'p ,.~~ .... 

LEttER. FROM THE CAltDINAL TO 
THE QgEEN, 

" THE charming Countefs has impalted to 
me, how much you feemedaffeCl:ed wit,h 

the account 1he gave you of the little Cervices I 
have rendered her. The concern alone which 
fhe infpires, induced, me to feize every opportu. 
nity of ob)iging her ~ for, certainly, I was very 
far from forefeeing the would· one '~ be in a 
capacity of mentioning me to you, ih fuch a 
manner as too remove the evil impre~ons which 
my enemies have ever given you of my difpofi. 
tion. Chance has therefore befriended me more 
than my own endeavors, for you know all the 

V OLe II. .. A efforts 
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efforts I have made to fpeak to you, only for one 
infiant, without ever being able to compafs it. 

"Perfoos whom I imagined my friends, and 
who were pofi"efi"ed of your confidence~ have 
availed themfelve~ of the defire I had of termi
nating my difgrace to Iflake me commit alb of 
imprudence, take falfe fieps, and almofr furely to 
work my ruin; and, were it not for a crrcum
france as extraordinary as that which this day 
affords, I thould always have appearedamonfter 

· in your eyes, without even an opportunity of 
• eftablilhing my innocence: but hope begins to 
fuine in my heart, and I prefume to think you 
will not difdain to hear me. Let but your beau
teous mouth pronounce the word yes, you will 
behold your {lave at your feet, and this dc.y will 

· be the happiefi: of his·}ife." 

No. II. 

LETTEll FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
. THE Q2EEN. 

" MADAM, March 28, I iS4. 

" \VITH forrow I am informed, 
that you will.not vouchfafe me a private inter

vIew 
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'View, till I have produced the mofi authentic 
proofs of your hav'ing been impofed upon. You 
require of me, in writing, a compendious plea 
towards my jufiification. Although fecure of 
the perfon thrQugh whofe hands it would be 
conveyed to you, I mufi own, that as yet not 
knowing what degree of confidence you Tepofe 
in her, I would not lightly entrufi a writing 
cOl}.taining anecdotes in which your Majefiy 
fhould be brought in quefiion. As I cannot 
poffibly employ the hand of a third, I· ought 
(efpecially after all that" has befallen me) to be 
extremely cautious. I prefume to believe, that 
your Majefiy will not look upon this act of cir
cumfpeCtioll as a refufal to comply with your 
will. I. wait for further co~mands,. and, in 
confequence of the converfation I have had with 
the Countefs (which ih.e will impart to you) I 
hope, that in order to avoid any thing's, falling 
into unfaithful hands, you will permit me to lay 
before you, by word of mouth, the particulars 
YQu require of rile. 

" I remain, in expectation of your ultimate 
• will and pleafure, the mofi fincere and mofi de-

voted of your fubjetls." '. , 

No. III. 
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No. III. 

LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q2EEN. 

'" \ 

April 3, J 784. 

"I AM bound to fubfcribe to the will of 
my majJert and look upon myfelf as too happy 
in his condefcending to IHlen to any thing- re
lating to his jJave. The dear Countefs raifed 
me to the fummit of happinefs, by telling me, 
that you could willi to fidd me innocent.
Yes; I am fo, and can give you the moll con
vincing proofs of it. So great is the joy which 
that idea produces in me, that every objea to me 
no longer wears the fame appearance. You wiJl . 
difcover, by my fiyle, that my imagination is 
exalted: I could willi to defcribe to you all the 
fenfations I experience, but my ideas fucceed 
each other fo rapidly, that I find it impoffible to 

'write coherently. This moment of blifs has 
obliterated all the pangs I have endured; and I 
the more willingly forgive the authors of them, 
as I conceive what lacrifices may be gladly made 
to merit and prcferve your kindnefs. 

" I.Do 
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" I no longer delay fending you part of what 
you aik of me, ~efet:ving for a verba! explana
tion what was the aim of the Princefs of Gue
menec, when the withed to puzzle you with a 
ftory, in which the Duke de Lauzun and the 
Prince of Luxembourg were brought in as par-' 
ties concerned. Difcoveries which I have fince . ' 

made, have let me into the knowledge of my 
dear,niece's difpofition. I know that it was the 
who contributed moil: to my difgrace, ,and raifed 
me enemies whQ have b~en but too fu~cefsful in 
continuing it. She has, however, been. puniQi
ed for it, and the contempt the infpires you with 
perfuades me, that you will eafily perceive, the 
falfity of all the flanderous tales the has devifed, 
iq ord<:r to effeCl: Ply ruin, -

~'I at this inftant receive a note from the 
Countets, who tells <rpe the is fetting off for 
Verfailles: I fend her this letter, and to-mor
I'QW will difpatch a courier, who will deliver to 
}ler what you require.---The matter is fettled.-
Yo~~ faithful flave~" 

No. IV. 
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No. IV. 

LETTER FRO~f THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q2EEN.' 

" MADAM, 

" PERUSE me attentively, judge 
of my defire to be again favorably received, by 
my recent behaviour, add do jufiice to him who 
has fuffered all undefervedly, 

" l\1adame de Guemenee, to remove from my 
mind every fufpicion which her conduct might 
raife, and to draw me into an unbounded confi
dence, told me, that fhe was almofi perfuaded 
you was acquainted with the varkus letters I 
had written, i~ order to raife an obfiacle to your 
marriage with the Dauphin; that thofe letters 
had been forged at Madame du Barry'S, and af
terwards by her fhewn to Lewis the Fifteenth, 
in one Gf thofe moment~ when !he knew how 
to make him believe what !he pleafed ; that this 
fidl: difcovery was the motive of the hatred and 
contempt you had conceived for her and for me ; 
tnat, in the next place, you had been affured that 
~, fiimulated by revellge for the little regard paid 

to 
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to my couilfels~ had- written to the Emprefs, to' 
inform her of your intimate conne8:ion, with 
the Count d·' Artois; . that the letter was written 
in the plaimift . terms; and that probably the 
Chancellor, the Duke d' Ai~uil1on, and Madame 
du Barry', had improvetf. upon theexpre1flO11s,. 
as the difference of fiyle evidently thewed thofe 
perfonages were concerned in it .. ' , That is: 
faid ihe, ., the information I have· gained.. If, 
" in reality, thofe writings ever exified, and you 
~ were the author of them, you mufi never eJ!:"; 
,. pea: forgivenefs, nor thall I, by any' means, 
.C talq: a ungle ftep towards obtaining it for you; 
f, b~t if; on the~ontrary" you was barely the' 
# agent ill that tranfaaion, and that ~1adame du 
, Barry, to whom you could refufe nothing, 
c (after the fervices (he had done you) prevailed 
, on you t.o lend your name to that odious vii ... 
, lainy, it will be eafy for me, by fome well 
, timed obfervations, to reconcile m<\tters: but, 
, previous to my taking the fidl: fiep, I require 
'. pf yo~ a fl[lcon;: avo,*'al of all that pa~ed.' 

" This account, . which I thorten confidera
bly, threw me into a fiate which I cannot de
fcribe: afioniihment, indignation, rage, feized 
.on my fpirits, and made me pour forth againfl: 

.. A 4- thofe 
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thafe monfters a torrent of epithets they well 
defervcd, but which refpeCl forbids me to repeat. 
Grown fomewhat calmer, I faid to Madame de 
Guemel~e, it was impoffiblc fuc~ ~e~efted falfe
hoods could ever have been; that I h~ abfo
lutely no knowledge of thelll; and th~t I caul" 
not perfuade ll\yfelf any ane had been d!lring 
enough to ufc my name, as a vehicle to in
formation fa bafe and injurious. C I cannot 
, think, t replied 1he, 'that you ad: a ftudicd 
C part, or that th~ difcovery of lhefe monftraus 
C dealings leads you to fuch violenceflf paffion, 
, in order t~ perfuade lIle that you are innocent. 
C I know your difpofi~ion, and that you ~e in
c capable 9f fuch deceit; but th~t thQ(e guilty 
C wri~ng!t qave exifted, as alfQ that the ~een 
C is come to the kno~vledge of them, is a faCt, 
, but to teU you ill what ma~lner, is fIlQre than 
, I know. It is your int~reft to help me in dif
, covering the authors: I may poffibly facilitate 
, you the means; but le~ us ~a.ve a little pa,,: 
, tience! t • , 

" The entrance pf the Prince de Guemenee 
put an end to this converfation, and 1hortly after 
I took my leave, fearing left he fhould obferve 
my crrotion •. Several weeks clapfed without ~ 

. iopoffibility 
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pafiibilityof' findtng an opportunity to r,enew 
the conference; I was only tranfiently informed 
there was nothing new frirring, and that ~ fa
vorable moment was watched for, to enter upon 
all explanation, though matters were not to be 
hurried on, but that great refervednefs mull: be 
ufed in bringing on the tapis an(:cdotes that h~d 
occafioned many difappqintments; and that an, 
able courtier 1hould never ll:ir up difagreeable 
recollections: that I might depend on her defire 
Qf ferving me, and live in hopes of feeing my 
'aifgrace brought to a fpeedy conclufion. 

" Thofe flattering promifes contributed a lit- . 
de to refiore me to my tranquillity; for, from 
the period of my firft interview, I had ceafed to 
~xift, ~I)d I own to you, that I was thrown 
ip,to {o great an agitation, by the machinations 
that ~ad been put ill pra8:ice againft me, that I 
~as repeatedly tempted to throw myfc:1f at your 
knees, and bcfeech you to hear me; but a {hort 
l;CiJe8:iqn, and the fear of making ~ eclat, pre .. 
yented ~e. Above all, the hope ~fadame de 
Guemenee gave me, every time I met her, ' al
lured my refolution to fuch a degree, that the 
managed to make me belie\"e whatever the 
would. 

" I was 
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" I was one Sunday evening with the Prince 
de Soubife, who was' waiting for his carriage to 
return to Paris, when a groom of the chambers 
to Madame de Guemenee came to defire my at
tendance on her, while .You were at the card
table, intimating that. the had fomething to 
communicate. The fatisfaCl:ion I difcovered in 
her countenance, on mY-entering her apartment, 
proved to me a good omen; nor was I mifiaken 
In It. 'I have good ~ews,' faid the, 'to im
e part to you; fit you down, and you thall 
, hear.---I faw the ~een yefterday, and, by 
, an unexpeCted piece of good luck, the conver., 
, fation turned upon you, without my bringing 
, it about. I eager! y feized the opportunity, to 
'tell her the had been cruelly deceived by the 
'reports that had been conveyed to her; that, 
, fjom the time of your having incurred her 
'difpleafure, your. exifience was the. 'moft 
'wretched that could be; and that, were it 
, not for the hopes you entertained of one day 
, jufiifying yourfelf, you would, are this, havCf 
, l~ft the court, and retired to Saverne.' 

"Ifwbat you ten me were true," anfwered 
{he, "he would have fought the means of juf
" tification; yet hitherto I do not percei,'e he 

" has 
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Cc has taken any method what~ver to effeCl: it." 
"---' This anfwer afforded me an opportunity of 
C relating to her the converfation you and I had 
e together; to which I added feveral other eir
e cumftances, which could ~ot fail to perfuade 
C her of the fallacy of the faCl:s reported to her. 
'c;But I perceived, by her anfwer, that more 
"~han one conference would be requifite to con .. 
• vince her; for" which reafon I did not think 
C it expedient to carry things any farther, or to 
, propofe a premature explanation, which might 
, have ruined all. 

c I have an infallible way, and, if you will 
c fecond me, I make no doubt of fucceeding in 
, the enterprize.---She has for fome time pail: 
• wifue~ to have a fmall white fpaniel dog: I 
, know that the breed is frequently met with in 
'in the Upper Alface; if you could, through 
C means of your acquaintance,there, procure me 
C fuch a little creature, I,vould make her a pre
, fent of it, ref erving to tell her it came from 
'you, as opportunity fuall ferve.' 

" 1 was fo lucky as to procure. the charming 
little dog, which you was fo f?nd of, and took 
fo great a liking to. l\1adame de Guemenee 

failed 
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failed not to apprize me of it, aifuring me that 
the had told you, that I, hearing of the'deGre 
Y9U had for a little Alfatian dog, had made all 
poffible enquiry after one; and that, having 
been fuccefsful, I had brought one to her with 
an Arabian name, the meaning of which was 
Faitlful and unhaiPy; that this account, far 
from leffening your fondnefs for the little us(
fortunate being, had encreafed it: from which 
the drew the moll: favorable omen, and hoped 
that I iliortly {hould be obliged to change the 
name of my reprefentative. 

" I knew 110t in what words to exprefs my 
gratitude to her: {he was fenfible of ~e excef .. 
five joy {he gave me, and availed herfclf of it, 
to requell: of me the loan of a pretty ~onfiderablc 
fum. I would have parted with my whole for. 
tune, thinking myfelf too happy in being ufe. ' 
ful to a woman to whom I wa$ fo greatly Qe.,. 
holden. The eafy compliance {he ha<l met with 
enticed her to make farther demand~ whi~h I 
could not refufe, the always knowing h~W te 
accompany them with hopes,· with foothing 
prornifes, and at the fame time with difficulties 
the would find ways to overcome, all which 1Jt~ 
did in order to gain time. But my finances be· 

109 
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mg greatly deraJlged, by the rums I had belD 

obliged to borrow for her, and finding my re
fourees exhaufted, Unce I had been feveral times 
Qbliged to give her a denial, tho imagined that, 
to throw a maik over all her iniquities and falfe
hoods, the only way for her was to ruin me 
el)tirely in your opinion. She knew that the 
Princefs'de Marfan had fpoken to me concern
ing your little dog, telling me 1he 1hould be 
-glad to ~ee me come into favor again: that I 
ought to depend on your indulgence, fince you 
had accepted of what came from me. 

" Fear of my difcovering the truth, made 
her contrive a very fure way of rendering me 

,odious. You are acquainted with the imprudent 
fieps I took: they were her work; and, at the 
moment I thought I was complying with your 
commands, 1he was perfuading you it was a 
rafhnefs to be condemned in me, that I only 
aCted thus to ~xpofe you, and that I was in 
confederacy with two or three other perfons, 
whom 1he named to you. Thinking her wor~ 
imperfea, the wi1hed to put a fini1hing hand to 
it, and to give me the fatal blow. To compafll 

• 
-this, 1he, muft firft affign to me the reafons why-
I frill proved unfuccefsful. She is fruitful in 

expedients; 
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expedients; infinite are the refources ot het 
imagination. I was fubdued to her will; I im
plicitly believed every thing. 

~ 

" You was to give an entertainment at the 
Little Trianon, but the time appointed was yet 
diftant. During the intervening fpace, I pre
pared all things neceffary for mydifguife. The 

. long wiihed for day being come, and following 
. my dear niece's inftruCtions, I flipped into the 
gardens, where I was not long, before I was 
furrounded and purfued, like an owl that had 
intruded into that enchanted greve. The ihouta 
of Monfieur l' Abbe, and other very mortifying 
epithets, made me fee clearly that I had been 
pitched upon to ferve for fport to the whole af· 
fembly. Irritated at having been difmified in 
fuch a manner, I withdrew, rage and defpair 
filling my -breaft, fully determined t<? be re
venged as foon as I found an opportunity. This 
fcene caufed ill me fo great a re\'olution, that f 
had a fevere fit of illnefs. The authorefs of 
my misfortune made moreover a handle of my 
unhappy fit uation , to [pread a report that I 
walked in my fleep, and that my night !amblcs 
in the gardens had brought on mydiforder. She 
ufed every method to tUfn me into ridicule, and 

to 
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to raife me frelli enemles, who fince have not 
ceafed to perfecute me. 

" Thefe are events which you have ever 
been ignorant of, and will feive to {hew how 
far I have been the dupe of my fincerity. 

c' As to the diCappearing of your little dog, I 
will'tell you what I ·have heard concerning it, 
as alfo many other ftories laid to my accQunt, 
and in which I never had any 1hare; having 
fought, through all the unfortunate periods that 
enfued, every opportpnity to afford you inftance$ 
of my refpect, and [mcere attachment • 
• 

c, Thefe are very tedious particularities, which 
have made me forget the hour. I hope, how. 
ever, that my courier will arrive time enough 
to deliver my letter. I wait with great impa-

• tience for the Countefs: Heaven grant 1he may 
bring me good news !---Ever faithful and un-
happy." . 

No. V. 
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No. v. 
LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO 

THE Ql!EEN. 

, "MADAM, 

" I EASILY conceive; that, after 
all that has paffed, it would be a contradiCtion 
in your condutt towards me, if you were feen 
to grant tIle, npenly, and fo fpeedily, a protec .. 
tion, which thofe about you have perfuaded you 
I was undeferving of. It would doubtlefs be 
founding an alarm for all my enemies, who 
would not fail to come together on that occa
non. But a1l their efforts would prove ullavail .. 
ing, if my dear majler has a de fire to pardon 

, his Jlave. Sovereign, equally powerful and re
[petted, your will mull: ever be a law, which 
your attendants will be too happy in fubmitting 
to ! If, however, you have particular reafons 
foratting with referve till a certain period, I 
will conform to 'whatever may be pleafing to 
you, and will, t<;> the utmoll: of my power, re .. 
move whatever might, difiurb the quiet and 
happiuef. of my dear majle,r. 

U I dare. 



- -. , -~ 
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" 1 dare to nope, that, to indettl11if'y your
fubmiffive jlave for all the contradit\iol1S he will 
be forced to experience, you will condefcend 
etgairi to emible him to kifs that beauteous harid, 
and hear that charming mouth p~nounce his 
pardon." 

-No. Vie 
LETTER FROM THE Q2EEN TO 

THE CARDINAL. 

April 28, 1784. 

" I READ with indignation the 
manner in which you have been deceived by 
your niect; 'I never bad any knowledge of the 
letters--you mention to me, and I quefiion whe. 
ther they ever exified. The perf OIlS 'you CdIn·' 

plain of have, in reality, contributed to your dif
grace, but the mctho& they ufed to effeCl: it 
were- very different from thofe yeu fuppofe. -.. I 
have forgotten all, and require of you never to 
fpeaK to me of any thing that has reference to 
what is pafi. The account which the Countefs 
has given me, of your behaviour towards her'; 
has made a fironger impreffion.on me, -than all 
you have written to-me. I hope you will never 
VOL~ II. .. B - forget 
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forget that it is to ,her you are inde~ted for:ycur 
pardon," as alfQ for the letter I wri~ to YOll-. 

" I have always looked. UPQfl. YQtl; as a very 
inconfiftent. an4 iUQifcreet ~Q, which opinion 
neceffarilyobliges me to great refervednefs; awl; 
I own to you, that nothing but a condua quite 
the reverfe of that you have held, can regain 
my confidence, and merit myeftecm." 

No. VII. 

J.ETTER FROM: THE ·CARDINAL TO 
' /1 . THE Q,gEEN. 

M~ 6, 1784-

" YES; I am the hapj>~fi- mortal 
breathing! . My 1lJI.lj~r p¥d~ns ~. : he gran~ 
me his confidence; . a~,. to complea,t nw h~
pinefs, he has the goodnefs to fmile upon his 

Jlave, and to .give him public fIgnals. of a right 
undedl:andillg. Such ullexpeae4favors caufed 

,in me fo great-an el1lotion, that I fur a mO~llt 
was apprehenfive left the motive ~Quld be fuf
peaed, by the extraordinary anfwe~~ w~h I 
made. But I,(oon recovered, when ,I faw my 
.bfen~ of mind was attrib.uted t-o quite another 

motive; . 

\ 
l 
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.In~ve; upon which :t afl"umed all air of appro~ 
bationt in order to divert obfervation from th~ 
real objetl. This circumfl:an~e is a war.nirt g to 
me, to direa heI1cetorth my words and aCtions 
in a, more prudential' manner. 

,,' I know how to' appreciate all the obHga .. 
'tions lam under to thechanrtihgCduntefs. In 
·whatever fituation I may chance· to be,' I thal1 
be gratefulty mindful of all that the has done ilt 
my behalf.-..;-So much for that.---All depellds 
on'my mfijfer.---The facility lie has of making 
beings h~py, makes his' jlavt ,willi for the 
rnealis of following his footfteps; and beillg .lle, 

eCho '.of his good pleafure." 

No. VIII. 

LETTER FROM THE QQEEN TO 
THE CARDINAL. 

Ma.f 15, 1784. 

" I CANNOT difapprove of the 
defire you have of feeing me. I could willi, in 
order to facilitate you the, means, to remove all 
obfiacle$ that oppofe it;, but you would not' 

.. B .2 have 
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have me aCt: imprudently, to bring about dtore 
compcndioufiy a thing which you mull: be per
fuaded you will1hortly obtain. 

, 

" You have enemies,· who have done you 
much differvice with the miniJIer, (the Countefs 
will tell you the meanil1g of that word, which 
you mull: ufe for the future). The turning of 
them out cannot but be advantageous. to you. 
I know the changes and revolutions that are to 
happen, and have calculated all the circum-. 
fiances which will infallibly brillg forward the 
opportunities which I defire. In the interim be 
very cautious, above all diCcreet; and, as there. 
is no forefeeing ~hat may happen, be ceCe.ryed,. 

'.' . 

and greatly perplexed in what you hereafter 
write to me." 

No. IX. 

LETTER FROM THE QgEEN TO 
THE CARDINAL. 

May 23, 1784. 

" MENTION was made of you· 
to me yefierday, in a manner which induces me 
to think there is a fufpicioll of Come intelligence .• 

I cannot 
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I cannot conceive what can ,have given rife to 
{uch a fuppofition .. Whatever the intention 
was, it was not gratified: I give you notice of 
it, that you may be upon your guard, and avoid 
all furprize. . 

" I lhall go this week to T ----n, and thall 
there fee the Countefs, to whom I will com
municate a {cherne that will certainly be pleaf .. 
jng to you," 

No. X. 

~ETTER ·FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q!!EEN. 

" MADAM, JUlIe 2, 1784. 

" THE Countefs mifunderftood 
what I faid to her, relative to my requeft of en
treating from you an interview. I lhould he 
very unjuft, and truly indifcreet, to folicit that 
favor, whilft thofe obftacles remain which you 
fo kiJ}dly acquainted me with. This is exacHy 
what I jeftingly faid t? her, 110t thinking lhe 
would report it to you :---' Charming Countefs ! 
, you are very amiable, and douhtlefs defer.;ing 
, of the attachment that is conceived for you !--~ 

, .... B 3 . 'How 
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, How happy are you ! You will to-mQrrow fee 
, my dear majlfr.; you will be at his (eet, whilB: 
'his faithful Jlave lives under a continual re
, il:raint, deprived of the only pleafure he could 
, ha,"e, of feeing, admiring, adoring him, and 
, f wearing at his feet that his refpeCt, his at
, tachment, his love, will only enq with his 
'life. You have it in your power to CroWD aU 
, my wiibes; it depends greatly on you.---Hear 
, me !---I fhould indeed be forry, did my majler 
, imagine that my whole conduCt had no other 
, tendency but towards ambition, alld the delire 
~ of being a,·eaged of my enem.ies. The requefi 
, I preferred to him of receiving me, may ha\"e 
, raifed thofe fufpicions .in him; which, in order 
, to remove from his mind, a,nd per~l1~de him 
, that I have no other aim or defire but 'to pleafe 
'him, tell him that I would very willingly 
, confent to pafs for ever. in the public eilima
'tion, for a man ill difgrace, and who richly 
, deferve.~ it, if he: would vouchfafe me the fa
, vors he gra~ts to you:---This confcffiop is as 
~ fincerc, . as the defire 1· have of feeing my 
~ withes' iccomplifuerl.' . 

" The Cauntefs laughed heartily at the no .. 
tipn, and m~de her account of c~ltertaining you 

with 
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'W ith it. The manner in which fhe related to 
you 'OUr converfation, is, no doubt, what dCca~ 
fioned your reproaching me. My crime is very 
pardonable, and indeed I rely much on your in~ 
<luI-genee. You 'are fo kind., fo ready to relieve 
the wretched, that your jltrlJe cannot perfuade 
himfelf.you will· much longer debar him from 
em.bra-cing your knees." 

No. XI. 

LETTER FROM THE ·CARDINAL TO 
THEQ2EEN. 

JUlie I %, 1784. 

" THE StrVage is delighted-he has 
juft mentioned to me, with rapture, the fignal of 
intelligence and kindnefs which he received from 
the tnafler. ,I, in order to perplex him, endC?a
vored to infi..nuate, that it was to the Countefs 
and not to· him it was dire8:ed, which threw 
him into a violent rage. You fee how jealous 
people are of p~afing you, and obtaining a fin~ 
gle look from you. From that infrant1he Savage 
has been happy, and I am perfuaded there is no
thing in the world he would ilot undertake' to 
merit your efteem· and countenance. He hopes 

",. B 4 you 
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you will become reconciled to his figure, and 
that "his qualifications will make you regard hUn 
with a more fa}'orable eye. . 

• 
" I was in hopes of hearing from you before 

my departure, but the Countefs has juft told 
me, that your toilet and the etiquette of the day 
had not .left you one momenes leifure.~ 
I am highly pleated with the miniJIer; I don't 
defpair of feeing him one day att as my media-
tor." .. -

No. XII. 

LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
~HE ~EEN. 

" MY adorable maJIer, permit your 
jlm..'c to exprefs his joy for the favors you have 
conferred upon him. That charming ,-oft lies 
upon my heart-I will preferve it to my lateft 
breath. It will incefi~ll1tly recal to me the firlt 
infiant of my happin,fs. . 

" In parting from the Counters I was fo tranf. 
ported, that I found my(clf imperceptibly 

. brought 
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brought to the charming fpot which you ha~ 
made choice of. After having croffed the 
fhrubbery, I almoft defpaired;of knowing again 
the place where your heloveqjlave threw hlIl1-
felf at your feet. Defrined; no doubt, to expe
rience, during that delightful night, ~lone but 
happy fe~fations, I fou.nd again ~he pleating 
turf, gently preifed by thofe pretty little feet
I ruihed upon it as if you ha.d frill been therc, and 
kiffed with as much ardor your. graffy feat, as 
that fair hand which was yielded to me with a 
grace and kindnefs that belong to none but my 
dear, majler. Enchanted, as it were, to that 
bewitching fpot, I found the greateft difficulty 
in qu:itting it; and, I {bould certainly have 
fpent the ~ight there, had I not been apprehen-

. five of making my attendants uncafy, who 
~ew of my being out, . 

,~ Soon after my return home I went'to bed, 
but prefied for a confiderable time a refilefs pil~ 
low. My imagination, ftruck with youradora~ 
pIe perfon, was filled, during my flum~rs, with 
the moa delightful fenfaions. Happy night! 
that proved the brighteft day in my life!
Adorablemajler, your j/ave cannot find expref .. 
(Ions to defcribe his felicity!- You. ycfrerday 
-' .' witneffed 
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'witnared his dnbarraffin.eI1t, his bafbfalnefs, hi<; 
fllencc; the natural effeCts of the moil: gamine 
love! You alone in fhe urtiverfe, could pro
duce w hat he never before exptrieRced.
Enveloped ia there pleafing fenfations,. I fomc
·tin,les imagine it to be only a vi(wnacy felicity. 
and that I am £lill under the influence of a dream ; 
but combining all the circumftances of my hap
pinefs, recalling, to mind the enchanting found. 
of that voice which pronounced my pardon,. I 
~ve way to an excefs of joy, accompanied with 
exclamations, which, if they were overheard, 
would argue diftraaion. Such is my conditiOll, 
which I deem fupremely happy, . and Winl for 
its continuance the remainder of my life. 

H I iIlaU not depart . till I have heard from 
YO'll." 

No. XIII • 

. LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q!:EEN. 

Auguji 9; J 784-

." I THINK I have found out the 
CPpo!·tunity and pretence the lUaJler is wifuing 

fur. 
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£Or. Not long (wee I impartei to ~ ~tean; 
Qf his Jlave and the dangers he is expofed to, in 
CQnfequence of the fufpieions ,which his affidui
ties 'have raifed.. A.difcovery w~uld uado him 
for ever, by the infinuatjons which would ne
ceffarilyenfue, and the merjler, fpite ofais au
thority, wou14 fiad himfelf forced to facrifice his 
jlavl, left himfelf thould be expofed, through 
an endlefs circulation of tittleootattle. 

u We are fometime$ under a neceffity of be
flowing our confidence on perfons who are placeJ. 
Rear us, 011 whofe fidelity, perhaps, we can but 
little depend, and who often avail themfelves of 
circumftances to draw us into inconfiftencies, 
which we are not at firft aware of. Their aim 
is to become poife1fed of weapons which they 
know how to turn agaiDft us, in order to pre-, 
rerve'their fway, 'ana incapadtateusfroma8:ing 
in conformity with our withes. Sueh is the 
fituation of the mqJIer---thwarted in his views, 
his projeCl:s, his very conduCt; he fees, but too 

. late, the danger there is in giving one's felf up 
without referve, efpecially to the wicked; who 
know how to make their advantage of every 
thing. Not knowing as yet the re;ions of the 
reicl"vedllel~ he ~s to put on, nor the nature or 

h:, 
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.his confidence, I can give him no counfel, riot ' 
invefiigate the means of avoiding what might 
prove diipleafing to him.·--Y ou comprehend my 
meaning.---I mull then confine myfelf to point
ing out the method of fending openly for his 

jlave, without the 1Jl;niJIer~ the P. the V. the B. 
&c. being able to pafs any refleCtion on that pro
ceeding. That firfi fiep being fettled, nothing 
will be more eafy than to continue vifits, which 
will be fanCtioned on one fide, and a matter of 
indifference on the ~~her. 

~, You have at the prc-fent moment a young 
perfon who works under your immediate in
fpeCtion: I know that that perfon's works have 
been pleafing to you, and that you willi to pa
tronife her. She has made a clergyman, a rela
tion of her's, to ~hom the is under great obli
gations, a partaker of your bounty • . The latter 
is come to confult me, and a1k whether he might 
1)ope to obtain a vacant place, · which would be 
demanded of me by you. :Being made acquaint
ed with all the particulars, I direCted him to draw 
up a memoir, which will be delivered to thl 
little one, with all infiruCtions requifite.- . 
You will find the petition at the bottom of your 
bafket, and will j\1dgc" by the contents of it, that 

the-
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~he jJave mull: neceffarily be fent tor td reeeiv. 
his orders from his majler, to Whom this uruu
feCted tranfaClion, and the eager defire of com
plying with his will, mufi, undoubtedly; afford 
an opportunity of ihewing 'his indulgence, and 
of iniellfibly forgetting what has paffed • . . , 

" The Countefs will flay till Thurfday, that 
ilie may bring .me 'back your determination 0"« 

your commands-. ' 

" M. B. S. T. C. B.---You comprehend my 
meaning." . " 

No. XIV. ' 

LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Qg~EN. 

" MADAM, 

" THERE is a proverb which fays; 
, No good fortune ever comes alone;' my fad 
adventure' ,vill pro~e the -proverb falfe. Do 
not be alarmed;. prepare, on the contrary, to' 
laugh heartily, and to make game of me at 'our' 
next meeting. 

,I After 
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CC After the moil complete happmefs, r Waf 

ftealing away to the paffage YOll know, when, 
paBing along a quickfet Itedgc, a loud noik 
nwle rna apprehcl)five fome OOdy wahted to fur. 
prife me. Terrifioo to the lalb degree, I made 
but one jump to geti out or reach. My hailineu 
having prevented my taking the ufual precau
tions, *td- fiUI Iefs no6Cing: that the rain had 
made the ground flippery, I found myfelf, I, can
not well fay how, in the verl'middle of the 
ditch. 

u ~he Savage, who was waiting for me on 
the ot~er fide, perceiving in my comical fall no
thing more than an excefs of c1umfinefs on my 
part, burft out into an exceffive fj.t of laughter, 
holding his- fides, and writhing liimfe1f in the 
moil: whimfical mai1ner~ A' few fignificant 
words ftifted, for an inftant, his im~oderate rifi
bHity, and he helped me out of the mire, into 
whi¢h I haa-fook- pretty dtep . 

• , You knew, theferiaus- tw-n of·the .SlIfJag'",. 
'Wt>uld you ever- howe th6u-ght~ iliat, after-l:hacl 
apprifed him - of the' caufe of my fright~ -~ 
would have fallen a laughing afre1b? Undbu-bt .. 
~ly not. Well, off he- goes, twilling himfe1f 

about 
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ab,Qut, rolling upon; thQ graC-. unable- to' ufter •. 
iingle ~or-d. Seein.g· nothing IIl<»'C on, the op
poGte fide, I waitC2d with tolerabkcompofurc'to, 
:G:Cl the- end of this e~taQrdinary merriaalt. 
Wh~ll- he- was. gfGWIl CL little: more kdate, I told, 
him fu~what ferio~11 ,that I W'ouldbe caret ... ' 
ful never after to take him along with me, fince, 
i~. fo; dcli~ate an occurrence, he behaYCd with. 
CQu~l. folly and indUcr~ou. 

c, ~C) not condemn m; unheardJ' auf werednc ; 
• hear, me. Iti a, rabbit or a partridge that has 
5ifl'ig~tened, you. y~ thought you' faw the: 
6 t whqm ~g.at your h@la-, and, without-refld .. " 
5 ip'giu. the leafr, you,ca.me and pla.yed.the di-
5 dapper, -to avoid; being· feoo by. t1!em.-
6 Srippofe yourfelf in, my plac;:e: as I neither 
, perceived nor heard any thing that could ceca
, fi~ fo pcooipitate a retreat,. Iny firfl: motion 
,. wa,s to laugh. You, relate your fright, I gueu 
5 ~t the motive that gavc> rife to it: I then fur .. 
~ vey YO\l, behold you altovCf mud, with}'61lr 
'breeches torn from one end to the other--.. 
, who the Devil could forbear laughing 1'
I myfelf look1 and fee the truth of hi~ account; 
Qur eyes meet, and we join in chorus. So far all 
was' rightl e~cept the tear~g of a pair of 

breeche~, 
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breeches, arid a rather filthy mafquerade: but 
'the difcovery of my thumb's being out of joint~ 

I brought on a little gravity in out progrefs.--
'Having ftolen in unpel'ceived at home, thCl 

Savage performed the office of a furgeon. Thanks 
to his balfam, I am in much lefs pain to-day. 

" The Countefs; whom I fa\v this morning, 
finding me with my hand muffled up, naturally 
aiked what had happened to me. Though fure 
the would run.het jokes upon me, I told her 
my fad mi{hap, at which the laughed fo immo
tlerately, that 1he was forced to leave me, and 
go into anuther apartment. The marks the had 
left il~ the drawing-room, of her exceffive rifi
bility, m~king me apprehend a fecond {hower, 
I withq,rew without feeing her again. ~ 

" The charming laugher will not fail of tel
ling you what. {he calls my aukwardnefs; but I 
hope 'that, for this time, her mirth will not tef
min'ate in the fame manner." , . 

No. XV. 
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. . 
No. XV':: J . 

. LEttER FROM THE ~EN.TO:-: 
THE CAR.DINAL.··; : 

, - . 
, ' " ~AST night I receiv~ the packet, 

the inllruCl:ions, and refleCtions thou fendeft mo 
~oncemiDg' CaloJirie. .1 k~o\y h~' to be a m.an· 
who would not mifs an opportunity.of-iCiiiftg 
himfelf off at the expence of any perfon what .. 
ever; but I likewife know; that when I hav. 
reQo~mended .ff? h~ ;aD~ ~~tter whatfqcver, 
lte will pay regard to It, and J;lQt reek to·thwah 
m~ The obje8: of which-thou tpeakeft to me, 
rClative to the Countefs, has no manner of re-

. "'. . . 
ference to tpis.· I am well pl~ed with the~ 

. '. . 
for thy det:nand upon him-; but the matteJi" of 
fa~ is, that at th~t period I : onfy knew' . th~ 
Countefs by fight, all~ for ·Jiaving 'heai:d :het. 
fpoken of ByMaJame, who w~s ~er well-witlier~ 
The encomiums ~e paffed On her; and-the cit;. 
cumllances of the id' of-Febru.ary,did an:the· 
relt . 

VOL_.II. "A aU-
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" A millifter is often forced to eontrive falfe
hoods., and be guilty of injuffice, efpecially when 
fure of impunity: he was ignorant at that mo
ment of my concern for her, nor do I wonder 
at' his ufing rily name, or tmi of the millifler, 
in order to axoid: all . farther . fo.licitations from 
thee. Morebver, as it is an affair of the firft 
magriitude, and·' that requires mature delibera
tion, we will take all m;ceffary, J;Ilc;af¥res not to 
xDe~t with any ~bfiacle~ and at the fame time, 
~{:vive the faying 'of the Doaor ': dll is for fIJI 
h~D.-Far·eweU:'· . l .' ' 

. . 

: ,. :': .; . ' No. XVI. 

j~i.ttia ·~.FR(jM THE . QQEEN to. 
'. '. t ~. , 

.: " j . . 1'Ji~ ~al~PINAL. 

. ' ,1ugttfl J 6,1784' 

-: -. .. .::':. ' " .4NQbferyation ,made to me yef
jerday, . 'with, an air of ~uriortty and fufpicion, 

will ~re~ent .!ll-Y going to-day , ie T ----n, but 
w~~ nQt, for· all that, deprive me of feeing mJ 
amiabl<;.Jl~e. l'he millijler fi:tiout at elevcll, 
to g~ a huntln~ . at ,,~----~: his return will ~ 
very late, 'or, to fpeak more properly, next 
morning. I hope, during hi$- abfence, to make 

'2, . , myfe\f' 



... 

( 3S ) 

-,ny{elf ~ds for the tedioufnefs and contra:
~ia4on· 1. ha ve experien~ed lor" thefe tw~ days. 
pa~. Imprudent ~ol1d~Ct has brough~ ~e, to 
that pafs, that I cannot, without dlJ,n.ger, re
m9ve objeCts that are difpleafmg t~ me, and 
who haunt me. They have fo thoroughly fiu
died me, and know fo little bow .to feign and 
diff'emhle, that they attribute my change to no
thing but a difcretion, which to them aJ>pe~r~ 
blame-worthy; it is therefore very effential to 
be on one's guard, to avoid all furprize • 

• 

. "The daring queftioB put to me., perfuade~ 
me that. my cODfidenc~ has peen abufed, as well 
~s my"good-nature, and that advantage has been 
taken of circum~ances to fetter ~y will. I 
have a'way of coming at information concerning 
it, but.l will firft conful~ thee. As thou wilt 
play tht; pri.llcipal part in the {cherne I have de
vifed, we muft needs agree as well on this 
voint, as we did laft Friday on the s--~--. This 
comparifon will make thee laugh, no doubt; 
but, as it iii a juft ~>ne, and I defir~ to giv~ thee 
, proof of it to-night, before we talk of fe'riou~ 
matters, obferve exaCtly what foUoW$ :---Do 
th~u affulIle the garb of a meff'enger, and, with 
a paiC. in thy hand. be walking ab9ut, . at half 
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pail eleven, under the porch of the chapel: r 
'will, ~nd the Countefs, who thaIl ferve thee for 
a guide; and conduCt thee up a little back ftair
cafe'to an apartment, 'where thou wilt find tho 
objeCt of thy defires. ',' , 

~o. XVII. 

LETTER FRO~f THE QgEEN TO 
, THE CARDINAL. 

AuguJI 18, 1784-

" SINCE the fiep I direaed the 
COlllltefs to take with the Prefident d'Aligre, 
concerning your affair of the ~inze-Vingt, I 
fufpea, from his afioniihment, that he has en~ 
deavoured to pry into the motives which aCtuated 
me, and that, unable t!-> make any difcovery, 
he' has fpoken of it to certain perfllls, wh? are 
fuppofed to be ignorant of nothing," and who, 
perhaps, -on this occafion, _have difiembled their 
behaviour, to thew they' fiill poffefs my conti: 
dence. The reftraint I _am under, by their re. 
doubled affiduities, the cOhtinual ch~t-chat with 
which I am' plagued,' their ,anxious and' inquifi~ 
tive looks when I anfw~r a qu~fiion, )l11hort, 
every thing perfuades me th,at they fufpea our 

cwr 
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our' fecret intelligence, and t~at they are ufing 
every method to acquire the certain knowledge 
of it. . 

" This morning the miniJIer converfed with 
me -concerning thee. with an air of kindneif:, 
which induces me to believe he has received 
forne information. As it is not the fidl: time 
that 'Ius happened, arid ~ never failed to ac
quaint and confult thofe perfons I fufp.ett as the 
authors, whofe view is to chain me down !lill 
m~re'-'1 {hall' not f~il to impart to them my 
afioni{hment, with fuch clrcl1mfiances as will 
enable me to judge whether my 11.1fpicions are 
well or ill gro.undeq., ", 

", Thou art much in the right, in telling me 
. that I am in a wood·, furroundcd. )vith \vhatever 
is dangerous and venomous on the face "f the 
globe; but, in thort, we mufi howl with the 
wolves till we have muzzled them. A& to the 
milliJler, I know his coarie-fpull fineffes, ~n~ 
his foible for me: they know his brutality t an4 
what account, is to be made or t,he. firft .fit-oke. 
f~n~his tuik, and that is w h4 gives m~ lilirits , 
they know, that in circllmHallcc~ more ddic:lte 

~ , " . 
tha~ tile preCept, ,I have (>hailwd, VP ,the .1.ipn .. ~· 

* C 3 . · .... and 
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ind have made h4u fee and believe whateVer I 
pleafed. 

" Thou knoweft what it is prevents my get
ting rid of my leeches: help me to find out the 
way, and to deprive them of the means of hurt~ 
ing me, and thy defires thall foon be gratified. 

,cc i expeCt thee to-night, at the fame hout 
and place. I hope, before that happy moment, 
to have got alt out of the miniJIer. 

J. t. R. t. B. a. y. c. S. Adieu." 

No. xvm. 
LETTER FROM THE ~UEEN TO 

THE CARDINAL. 

AflguJIl8; 1784--. 

.. I WRlTE to thee in halle, to 
give thee notice that is impoffible for me to re
ceive thee to-night. I have gained more in
formation than I could with, and, though en
taged at the fcene I hav~ juft had withLaP----, 
I will conceal my refentment, and carry my 

_ .: ~ulation to the utmoft. I know that anger 
... --., 

II 
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is of no fervice, and therefore take the refolu
tion moll: fuitable, though contrary to my own 
il1.~lination. I will not leave the miniJIer: till I 
have wrought him to my purpofe; whK:hoh:-· 
jet\: accomplithed, I am not at a lofs' to find' a 
{helter, and if the bomb~ thell buras, I thall be 
able tQ make the fplinters fall on thofe who ret 
fire .to it. Do not depart till to-morrow, at one 
o'clock; and fail not to be this evening ill th, 
walk to T------. As I doubt not (from what 
I have heard) . but all thy fieps are watch~d~ ·Jtt 

, ~ 

is a material point to perplex the inquifitive. 
and render it impoffibl~ for them to realize their 
fufpicions., 

" The Countefs, will fiay here to-morrow, 
and inform thee· of all that has pafied. Oepen4 
,on my attachment, and be perfuaded that 11haU 
know how to treat, ~s I ought, ungrateful peo~ 
pIe, who,are become'tlty enemies, becaufe.tho\l 
waft bot introduced by t~em. Above al), be 
difcreet: I rely 011 the (!ountefs at on myfelf.tir 
. . . . 

.. 
" !. ·,C 4 .' No. JnX. 
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No. XIX . 

LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q!!EEN. 

AugujJ 21, 1784. 

, ., It would indeed be unjufi, aft~r 
'the confidence you have granted me in' the pre .. 
tent circumfiances, if I did' ndt adopt the line 
()f condua: you have prefcribed for me. Be af
fur-ed that I will facrifice every thing to the 
quiet and happinefs of my dear majler. What
ever may occur 'during my abfence,' (which is 
become neceff'ary) he will call to mind my fin
eerity, my zeal to ferve him, and my mofi ten
tier love. I am not fuperftitious, yet (thall I 
tell thee?) I have .forebodings which I dread to 
fee realized. ' The more I reflea: on the fecrets 
t~ou-haft communicated to me, the more I per
~ei ve the poffibility of a reconciliation.· The 
abfent are always in the wrong.---When once 
1 am got to S-----., a thoufand ways will be 
found t'o do me prejudice: I thaII not be at hand 
to clear myfelf: {lander t aided by anonymous 
~tters flying from all fides, will be the weapons 
lIfed by my GIlemics; and then, to fupport 

them, 
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t'hem, will come the handfome F -----.. He 11 

not, I grant thee, an ambitious man: he is 
young, ~miable, and afpires iolely to the hap
pillefs of pleafing you; but the C.:.--- is an old· 
frager, whofe' affairs ar~ greatly involved, and 
who is fufceptible of no attachment, any farther 
than the gratification of his intereft and ambi
tion .. Such are, I am fure; part of. their at· 
tempts, and the terms in which they will ad· 
drefs you; if infufficient to fway you, they 
will have recourfe to the laft contrivances.---I 
confefs to you, 'tis there I dread them moft. It 
would be an unpardO!lable villainy; but from 
their indelicacy, and tl)eir extreme carefull1efs. 
in laying hands upon and preferving thofe writ· 
ings, it is 'plain they did it 'only with an intent 
to make an ill· ufe of them. . However, from all 
the reflections I have made, I ~hink that, with 
refoluboJJ. fupported by' authority., they might 
be comp.elled to·a reftitution. .If that method 
be dange~ous, there is another, which 'appeara 
to me infallible, and that agrees ~ perfectly well 
lwitb:t~eir felfi1h difpOfitlon: I will impart it.tp 
~hee· ·i11 my next letter.",--Since this difcovery, 
~y mind has ~n~~xiC!ufly bent on finding nut 
the moft fpeedy a.nd heft expedient, alld low. t. 
·l iliU.feQJlf to .my firft ,opinion. 

"lataIl 
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'4 I ·thall depart 011 the feaft-day, and not ap

pear at V _ .. -.... _.. but on receipt of a . particular 
C)rder. ~1eanwhile, my thoughts thall be oc
tupied with the great objea:. The packet will 
go off to-morrow night. The caution I thall 
ufe will prevent all confidence that might prove 
dangerous; and if unfortunately any furprize 
lhould happen, the bearer will be able to give 
DO indication nor token of intelligence." 

No. XX. 

LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q;gEEN. 

Augujl %4, 1784-

" THE courier ret out laft night 
at half paft twelv8. The' Countefs will tell ' 
thee how I contrived the delivery of the packet. 
I have given all inftsuCl:ions neceff'ary for the 
'arrival and departure of my two couriers, by 
which means I 1haIl hear from thee at leaft once 
a'week; and if any thing extraordinary fhould 
occur, I {hall always have a confid~ntial perfoll 
in readinefs to difpatch. All my equipages at. 
ready. 



------ --- ------

( ., ) 
- ~, Ta-rnorrow·is .the fatal day, when I m~ft 
part with all that is dear to me. This refleCtioa 
depreffes my' fpirits, and occafions me to feel an 
ulleafinefs which I cannot overcome; yet I 
know. that my abfence is nace1fary here, and 
my prefence inc1ifpenfible at the place of my de .. 
ftination.-... J think I am jealous.; a dreadful 
malady! The perfonage in ql.ldtion difturbs 
my brain, and makes ,me dread my doparture. 
Have a little compaffion on me; feek to -calm 
my uneafinefs, and perfuade thyfelf that 11hould 
not outlive thy infidelity. Farewell! Be care .. 
ful of thy health, live happy, and fometimes 
befiow a thought upon thejlaw." 

No. XXI. 

L~TTER FROM THE ~UEEN TO 
THE CARDINAL. 

Sepember 8, 178 .... 

c, IT is very aftoniihing that the 
couriet is not yet· returned; it gives ... 
lmeafinefs, as 1 required the greate£l: difpat-ch. 
If on receipt of this letter he is not yet arrived. 
~i{patch immediately a courier with t~ inclofed 

-note: tell him, by word of 11louth, wh~ hd 
is to deliver it to. 
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" Thy departure has filenced every tongue; 
w-hether out of difcretion or policy, thy name 
has not been pronounced. People redouble their 
dutiful attendance, and fhive to make me forget 
the feene, as well as the motive that gave rife 
to it. The advice thou givefl: me is impraB:i- . 
cable. They never told me they were ill pof
feffion of - ; I only furm~fed it from beha
viour, reproaches and fpeeches w hieh I have 
overheard. I am fully perf~aded, that, let what 
will happen, they will never expofe themfelves 
to convey any writing into the hands of the mi
niJIer; but I 1hould always be uneafy to know 
they had in their pofieffion what could difturb 
soy tranquillity. I am fully refolved to take a 
decided part; but I have made fo many facrifices 
for all thofe people, and the miniJIer has fo often 
accufed me of inconfl:ancy and ficklenefs, that I 
mull: abfolutely have a reafon to affigll to him : 
not that he loves or values them; quite the con
trary; but he pretends that it is for my fake, and 
th~t it is always extremely expenfive to have new 
favorites. A well-placed fyftem of <rConomy 
truly !---J\dieu! To-morrow I fet off to T ."--, 
where I ~all re~~in a few day~ to have greater 
liberty to fee the Countefs. Thou h~fl: ~ot told 
me the Savage would flay at Paris i a very ufelefs 
thin~. a'· . No~ 
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, f:, ,No., XXII.' , 

LETrER 'FROM TfJE <LuEEN TO' 
, THE 'CARDINAL. 

. , Septemkr a, 178 ... 

" YOU 'mufr have received a par
cel which.J fent Y9U:' I am furprifed I ~ave not 
had an anfwer.to it. You, may Judge' of my 
ulieafinefs by 'itS con:ten~~: 'I ho~ for the f~ 
hire you will ufemore'ptinCl:uality." 

No. XXIII. 

UTTER FROl\1 THE CARDINAL TO 
, . . 

THE·Q2EE~. 

. , " :Septllflhtr' I 3, 178 .... 

. _ " THE mafier will fee by the packet I fend 
.him, that hi. objeCl: is attained, and his note be
come needlefs. The' courie~ before this ~, w, 
entrufred\yith a letter, fomewhat long, rel~tive to ,I 
his attendants. After the d~epeft refteCliru,i, the 
Jlave thinks t~at"the~4er'may, without danger, 
follow the counfel which he gives him; for, after 
all~ he is the fIIIlfier. ' I have fent the Countefs 

I 

af~ 
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a {mall phial for you, which c~ntain~ a liquor 
that may be written with, and nothing appear; 
but being fuewn to the fire, or light, grQW$ 

b~c~, and difappears again aftqrwarQs. In cafe 
of any thing particular, leav.eC\ wide fpace be
tween your lines, that you mayinterljne with 
that liquor. I fa w, the da j befor~ yefierday t 
the perfon in queftion, whofe ,m.(wer appeared 
. . . 
to me to be evafive. He is to call again in the 
courfeof the week, to make known. his ~a 
determination. If he refufes, I have another 
perfon in my eye~ ,The CQ\mtefs wil1<;OJlunu~ 
nicate what I am prohibited doing in this pape.-. 

" (t. C. E. 1. M~ A. b.),s 

No. XXIV. 

LETTER FROM' THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q!!EEN. 

Stptmzber %3, I 7S~ . . .. 
,. ' . " IF the Jl(lV~ i$ h~ppy to contri-
bute to the fucce(s qf ~hegraI).d objea, under
taken by the mizjJe.r,. he thinks it will be necef
{ary ' before the execution, that. he thould re. 
inove to a lefs difl:ant fituation. The moft iJn.,. 
penetrable veil being necelfary to coyer the 

author' 
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~uthor of th~ projett, there muft lie an impoSi. 
DiIi.y of tracing t9 the; f~1"~, In ocder to 1-. 
doubly guar~ agaWft contingeQCies. I hav .. 
perfeCtly felt the for~. of the latter refleaioo.: 
'l'here iJ nothi~g, permanent .w.. the :worl~ 
In oonf~uence of this truth; the tn'!JIer's polic, 
is plainly feen, for, in cafe of a revolution, he ~ 
{ure of receiving afuppol't, which will validato. 
his claims, and prevCNlt the triumpll· of his ene~ 
mies. Divid~d betwec;n, hope' and fear, m;r 
iituati()ll is the IJlC)fi: cruel, and my exiftence 
wretched. Yel, -whcm I make reieCtions Oil 

the paft, 'and bring into confideration my degreo 
of confidence with the majler, I Ceethe injuftico 
of my fears. :the hopes Qf feeing myfelf fooa 
within his arms, giv-e,.a freih fpring to my joy, 
and reftores me to .m.y acurity. ,~. 

, . 
I 

No. XXV • 

... . , 

.LETT~R FROM, THE CARDINAL TO 
THE Q!!.EEN. 

NO'IJemiJer 22, 17 .. 8,..
u THE de(ve I feel of being fer .. 

yiceable- to the. Countefs, and to remove all ob
ftacles that ftill oppofe a public rec::eption,. makes 

me 
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tn~ prltli(e ~very p~ffible method to rulnl tho(~ 
two objects. ' . The maj1tr · will judge by .the 
proceedings which I have direCted one of my 
dependants to adopt, whether the fuccefs of his 
felicitations can ferve as a pretence to the mu
tUal defires, ~nd remove all difficulties. The 
Abbe de Sefaryes is to fefign his office of Ma~er 
of the 0 ratory, to the Abbe de Phaif, byextrac
tion a German, whofe friends live at Bru1fe1s, in 
the retiflueof the Archduchefs. As a difficulty 
exifts which you alone Can remove, I have ad
vifed him to go to Bruifels, to ufe all methods 
with the Archduchefs, to obt<\iIl from her a let
ter 'of recommendation to you. 'As the bufinefs 
cannot be tranfaCled without me, fInce 'tis I 
who (urnith the funds, it will be an additional 
motive for bringing me .into recolleflion. I 
had projeaed a fcheme to accelerate and prevent 
a denial, but as that might have brought you 
into quefiion, and raifed fufpicion, I judged it 
moll prudeIlt to decline it. So much for that 
---you will allow that events fucceed fo rapidly 
on both fides, that it were dangerous to proceed 
too far. So politic an anfwer from an afpiring 
{pirit, afionithes me the mo're, as the a:ras, 
{poken of, are yet very remote. I forefee many 
ditliculties in bringing that to a profperous iifu. 

p--that's 
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that's underflood-I {hall always be reidy~ fcru.. . 
. lluloufly, to perform the commands of the 
Majler: ~he moft pleafing would be, no doubt, 
to be recalled near his divine perron:;, 

.. .. 
No. XXVI. 

LETTER FROM THE Q!!EEN TO THE. 
• CARDINAL. . 

Dec. 12, i784'" 

cc ~AI;> I· followed the maxim that fays, 
.e in all thy aoings make flow h~," the acci
Gent which hefel thy l~il: letter would riot have 
happened. The earneftnefs, the eagemefs of 
reading, urging me to put the letter too near 
the light, it took fire, and in fpite of all my 
endeavours to extinguifh it, could fave only 
fome part of it~ To him that underftand
cth, greeting:-The· firft packet was gone 
off when the c(jurier arrived. Being pI'dfed for 
time, I could not anfwer with .regard to the 
Abbe; had I been forewarned, I would have 
raved him a needlefs journey. We have made 
an agreement, never to gran.t any perfon what
eVer a requeft of that nature, affuredly the Abbe 

. will.not be an exception' to the rule; betides, 
• D fuppofe 
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{uppofe the fcheme could have taken place, it is 
~lear the objcCl: could not have ju~fied the pro
ceeding. The fituation I am in, will infallibfy 
bring on a more favourable opportunity. The 
moB: fpeedy difpatch will fuortcn the eme of 
the SlIl'IJt. 16,/it1Jt it is untlerjlood:-

No. XXVII. 

LETTER FROM THE Q!!EEN TO THE 
CARDINAL • 

• > Jan. 15t 1784. 

cc IF it had not been m.y intention there 
fuould be a myftery in the purchafe of the 
jewel, I certainly fuould not have employed 
you to procure it for me. I·am not accuftomed 
to enter thus into treaty with my jewellers, and 
th~s way of proceeding is fo much the more 
contrary to what lowe to myfelf,. as two words 
were fufficient to put' me in poffeffion of that 
objeCl:. I am furprifed that you dare 'to pro
pofe to me fuch an arrangement j but let there 
be no more faid about it. It is a trifle that has 
oc:cafioned me to make a few refleCl:ions, whicb 
I will hiipait to you when opportunity offers. 
The Countefs will deliver to you your paper. 

. lam 
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I am lorry you have given yourfelf fo much 
trouble to no purpofe." . 

No. XXVIII. 
LETTER FROM -THE Q!!EEN TO THE 

CARDINAL. :. 

january 29, 1785. 
c~ HOW is this? AffeCtation with me? Why; 

my friend, ought people in our pr~cament to 
aCt under reftra,int, to feek for lhifts, and deal 
~ith illfincerity? Doft thou know that thy te. 
ferve, and thy falfe pride, drew updn thee the 
letter thou haft received; and that but for the 
Countefs, who has told me aU, I lhorild have 
attributed that pretended arrangement to quite 
a different motive. Fortunately all is cleared 
up. The Countefs will deliver thee the writi~g. 
and expiain the motives by which I have been 
aauated in this matter. As I am fuppofed ig~ 
norant of the confidence thou haft lhewn her; 
as alfo of the token of truft that thou wiit give 
her, by laying before her oUf,particular engage .. 
ments, that is a more than {ufficieht reafon to 
make thee fecure, and remove all diffi:cl1ltie~. 

• D s ThOll 
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Thou wilt keep the writing, and deliver it to 
none but me. 

If I hope, notwithftanding my diforder, to 
fee thee before the holiday. I expeCt: the Coun
tefs to-morrow. I will tell her whether I !hall 
be able to receive ftom my S/O'Vt, the ob ec9: 

. which had nearly ret us at variance." -

No. XXI~. 

LETTER. FROM THE ~EEN TO THE 
CARDINAL. • 

July 6, 1785. 

ct YOUR fears are gl'oundlefs; the coolnefs 
and diflike for you, which you furmife, is by 
no means the effeCt of inconftancy.- Put the 
queftion to yourfe1f: I long to fpeak to you: 
the fteps I c~ufe to be taken towards you, mull 
needs convince you of it. The Minijltr fft

turned from the chace much fooner than I ex
peCl:ed him; he was frill with me, as alfo Ma
dame E-- when I difpatched the confidential 

. perron to you. Do not depart to day; be at 
ten ~'clock with the Countefs, and believe that 
no one defil'cs more than I do the exptanation 
you·requeft:· 
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No·. XXX. 

~LETTER FROM THE Q!ZEEN TO. THE 
CARINAL. 

July 19, 1784. 

'cc I Believe I have informed you of the dif
pofal of the fum, which I deftined' for the ob
jeCl: in queftion,' and, that probably I lhould 
not fulfil the engagements till my return from 
Fontainbleau. The Countefs will remit to you 
thirty thoufand livres, to pay the intereft. 'the 
.privation of the capital is to be taken into con
fideration, and this compenfation will make 

• 
them eafy. 

• 
cc You complain, and I fay not a word: a 

very -extraordinary circumftance j time will, 
perhaps, acquaint you with the motive of my 
£lIenee. I do not love fufpicious people, efpe
dally when there is fo little reafon for it. I 
poffefs a principle I never will recede from. 
Your !aft converfation is very oppofite to what 
you related to me at a preceding period. Re
flea upon it, and if your memory ferves you 
faithfully, by comparing the reras, you will 
judge what I am to think of your preffing fo
lici ta tions ." 
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No. XXXI. 

LETTER FROM THE Q!!EEN TO THE 
.. CARDINAL. 

Ftlmtary 12, 1785. 

CC FROM all that I have heard concerning 
that extraordinary man thou telleft me of, I 
cannot look upon him but as a mountebank. 
It may be prepoffefiion in me, and I know by 
experience, that one ought never to judge of 
any body from the report of others, but I have 
many reafons for not yielding to thy entreaties. 
I am not fuperftitious, nor is it an eary matter 
to impofe upon me; but as thofe fort of people 
have fometimes things that aftoni£h, and there
by difpofe one to believe whatever they fay, I 
am not in a fituation for fuch trials. Befides, 
it would be very difficult, nay, even impoffiblc 
to receive him as myfterioufiy as I could with, 
and thou knoweft the cautioufnefs with which 
I muft aet in the prefent moment. The COUll

tefs made me laugh heartily, by relating the 
1aft fcene; it has fomething of prodigy in it, 
-and raifes in me the grete1l: defire tofee the grand 
Cophte. Yet, if I muA: believe the Counters, 

f~ 
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it requires a p'erfon to be very innocent, in or
der to behold the myfteries of that great man: 
though, to judge from the circumftances of 
all his apparatus, I believe he looks upon thee 
and the Countefs as two fimpletons, and treats 
you as two dupes. Don't be offended at my 
franknefs: I promife thee I will judge of him 
in my own perfon. 

cc The Minijler leaves me as little as he can; 
I dp not yet guefs at the reafon of it, but fhall 
not be long before I do. Luckily I have not to 
deal with an Egyptian, like thy Caglioftro, who 
gueffes the paft, and foretells the future. He 
is not poffeffed of ~e Talifman that gives utte
rance to the ladies toys, and indeed I am ateafe, 
and dread not any indifcretion from mine. , 

CC Excufe my follies; for fome time paft I (0 

fe1dom allow myfelf any di verfion, that thou 
wilt no doubt be delighted with having afforded 
me the opportunity of a moment's recreation. N, 

FIN· I S. 

.'Z 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

T HE foregoing lheets comprize the leading 
circum fiances of the Countefs pela

motte's life, as narrated by her own pen, the 
eleyation and depreffion of which alternately 
excite afionilhment and compaffion: at one 

. moment we behold her the chofen companion 
and confidant of the firfi Princefs in the moG: 
brilliant European Court, furrounded wi~h all 
the blandilhments of its voluptuous and fp~elldid 
attraClions; the next, withdrawn from the fof .. 
tering rays of royalty by which lhe had been 
cherilhed, the "lamented viCtim of fanguinar:y 
machinations, condemned to bear the horrors of 
a loathfome dungeon, and endure the feverities 
of a degrading punithment. Thefe circum
fiances, however, being fully in poffeffion of the 
Reader, we have only to remark, from the nar
ration of her writings and. the example of h~r 
fufferings, the truth of the f~cred text, that 
there is no tru!l in the /a'Vour of pri~es. 
. • E The 



( 58 ) 

The le,tfi misfortune of her life, which t~r
minated its exifience, is yet recent in public 
recolletl:iQll: it h~s now become the office of 
furviving frie11Q.ihip to complete tp,is work py a 
~elatiolJ Gf the rnehmchDry partic·l.\lars~ . 

The ci-d:.:vant Cou!ltcfs, as f11c fiyled herfelf, 
having completed ~hc preceding Hifiory of her. 
Life, wa$ induced to delay i~s publication, from 
9vertures being made for it~ fuppreffioll by 3: 

perf on pretending to bt! charged ""ith a com
~iffion for that pllfpofe frorp tbetbell HIGHEST 

POWERS in France. Some months were there
fore wafied in fruitlcfs negoci<}tioll, till the Ull~ 
expcC1:cdflight. anq confequent embar.ralliTlept$, 
of the ROY'll Fugitives defiroyed ('very fiatter:
ip.g pro(pec1 and pleafing hope of the Countefs 
being relieved. from the difficulties in whidlthe 
mofi vindiCtive perfecutions had involved her~ 
The difcul1ioll of inferior objeCls necefTar.ily gave 
way to the morc momentou? concerns of na
tional affairs; and the ipeedy flight of the nego
ciator, who had imprdfed her with an idea that 
fhe would fOOll be placed beyond the reach of 
fortune, by the immediate [ettlemellt of an ~n
nuity on her[tlf, and the liquidation of her hut
band's debts, on condition of givi~g up the m:t
pu{cript and printed cqpies of .Her Life, left her 

to 
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to flroggte with the new-created diflkuities hi~ 
·tlattering alfurances had fo greatly increa(ed~ 

During this time, debts the had unavoidably 
coutraaed; not through luxurious indulgence., 
but ~y imn\edittte' l'leceffity; for in the humi . 
liating 'fehoot of adverfity the had been t-aught 
the ulefulletrons of frugality and moderation'; 
tUld thefe Ote dai.ly praClifed; with patietit fub
miHlon; yielding to her reverfc of fortune with 
a calm compofl.'1re that would not have difllo.;. 
noured the rigid maxims of -the tn6ft l\lfie-re 
philo(opbet. The(e) however, {he had a rea~ 

fonable pro(patl: M' beihg difincllmhered from •. 

But her tranq\tility was again interrupted by a· 
. fhock (he little expeCted, ati<i was lefs prepared 
to fuppori:. \Vithout prevIous' demand, or inti-
mation, a writ Was ifli1ed agaiufi her for a detit 
of 301. faid to ha,"e been contraCl:ed by her hur~ 
band during his refidence in Engla11d; and {h'e 

was arrefted at her lodgings, oppofite the T~tt\
pIe of Flota, nec'ir the Afylum. 

Here the fortitude which had (upported htr 
thro\lgh more trying feenes forfook her. She 
Was alarm~d With the idea of its being a fcheme 
once more to put her in the power of her eile
mies; and the dread of being again immured 
imid the horrors of a French prifoll dilhat..'led 

• E 2 her 
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her milld. It was natural enough -for her tG 

entertain this fuppb6tioll, as fimilar attemptB 
had before been unfuccefsfully made. The 
minion of jufiice frequently admonifiling her of" 
the neceffity he. was under of immediately COD

veying her to prifon, at length rOlifed her to a 
due fenfe of her 6tuation. By the perfuafive 
influenc;:e of a guinea, and a bottle of wine 
placed on the table, his forbearance was ob
tained for an hour or two, in which time the 
told him file thould be able to procure a friend 
to bail the aCtion. The fellow's fcruples being 
thus 6lenced, he was lefs attentive to his pi
foner than the. pa1fUlg ftrangers of the ftreet, 
his attention. being occupied by looking out 
of the window. The Countefs, imagining 
this would be a favourable opportunity to ex
tricate herfelf from the fell gripe of her mer
cilefs purfuer,' with ·much art and dexterity 
flipped out of the room, and locking the door 
on the out6de, thought of her efcape'; the rail 
into a neighbou~ng houfe, while the bailiff, 

. fenfible of the trick, remained at the windQw, 
coolly obfervillg what coUlfe the would take. 
Being fatisfied of this,. he foon liberated himfelf 
and followed her. He fearched the houfe, which 
1he vainly hope~ wpuld have proved her afy-

lum, 
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1um, without eired, till reaching the two pair, 
. of ftairs back room, the door of which was 
locked, he concluded the unhappy fugitive had 
taken refuge in it, and without hefitation broke 
it open. This, he had no fooner accomplithed • 
. than, maddening with the idea of being agaia 
in his· power, the threw up the window, and 
jumped out before he could fecure her •. , 

By the rath aCl: of this frantic moment~ fall;. 
ing againft the· trunk of a tree, the broke' one of 
her thighs, Otattered her knee-pan, beat in one 
of her eyes, disfigured her face, and otherwife 
bruifed her body in a manner too thocking to 
relate. The blood iffued with a, violence from 
her wounds, that for awhile refified every ef
fort to fiop its courfe, fufpended animation, and 
impreffed the idea of immediate diffolution. Re
coveri~g, however, from thefe dangerous fymp
toms, the was at length, with much care though 
great difficulty, conveyed to her lodgings. But 

, while the feeli~lgs of the furrounding fpeClators 
were agonize.d with humane fympathy at this 
horrid fpetbcle, the officer, with a difgraceful 
apathy, was only intent to maintain the legality 
of his captioil, and refufed to furrender the 
mangled carcafe till he had ~ bail for its fe 4 

,urity. This was· obtained from a gentleman, 
who 
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who has fmce tGntefied the validity of the .nt~ 
alld nonfuited the party with whom it origi'
Dated. 

She continued for tOme weeks in a doubtful 
.ftateof painful futferjng; alid her friends rather 
cherilhed thaa entertained the hope of her re
rovery~ The exertions ·of her (urgeon AoWWet' 

feemed to co-operate with their wiilies, and his 
4cill cff'e8:ed more than their warmeft hopes ex
pXled. No lefs difiinguiflled .by h.umanity than 
profcffiollal a~ity, it is a tribute enforced by 
truth to mention the name of Mr. Forfter, fur ... 
geon, near the a(vlum. 

About the expiration of the ninth week (he 
was. fo far recovered as to be judged out of dan
ger. Her fpirits, which had never forfaken her 
during this fevere trial, feemed now to have re
covered much of their wonted brilliancy. Htr 
friends rejoiced in the event; but their impru
dence [oon put an end to every flattering pro~ 
{p~'t. On Sunday, the ufi" day of AuguR-. 
~ 791, they incollfideratel y gave lier fome mul
berries, of which ihe was extremely fond, to 
eat; they had an immediate and fatal eftea; fot" 
fcarcely had they fettled on her 110l1lach, before 
the fwelled to an afionifhing degree; and was 
fcized with a \"iolcllt vomitting, which conti-

nued 
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l1ued with little illtermiffion till the Tuefday 
Jlight follpwing, when the expired. She was 
privately interred in the lower burying-ground, 
~t Lambeth, on the Friday following, aged 35. 

Such was the melancholy termination of the 
life of th~t extraordinary woman, Jean de St. 
Remy de Valois. In whofe charaCter, what
e"'er may be faid by the rigid daughters of chaf
tity in the infolence of virtue, there were many 
good and amiable traits. In her difpofition the 
was generous and humane; in behaviour affable 
~nd engaging; and in her converfation fprightly 

\ -

~nd entertaining; the life and fpirit of whatever 
circle the appeared ill; and from the fuperiority 
of h,er mental endowments, the envy or admi
ration of whoever knew them. She poffeffed a 
maf~uline fpirit, foaring far beyond the timidity 
,of her fex, which fupported her through every 
p.eriJous trial, except that which accelerated her 
diffolution. Her appeal is now made to a higher 
tribunal; if 011 earth {he had the vices detrac
tion h~s painted, let her death expiate them, 
at~ her grave concea~ them. 
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