


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY OF THE 

MINERALOGICAL 
LABORATORY 

UNIVERSITY MUSEUM 



THE TOURMALINE. 

ITS RELATION AS A GEM; ITS COMPLEX NATURE; ITS WONDEJt­

FUL PHYSICAL PROPEJtTIES, ETC., ETC.; WITH SPECIAL 

REFERENCE TO THE BEAUTIFUL AND MATCH-

LESS CRYSTALS FOUND IN THE 

STATE OF MAINE. 

By A. C. HAMLIN, M.D., 
.. Membre de Ia Soci~tl! Royale de. Antiquail .. du Nord," Member of the 

Academy of Sciences, Philadelphia, &:c., &:c. 

BUb illustrations. 

BOSTON: 
JAMES R. OSGOOD AND COMPANY, 

(LATa TICKNOR &: PIELDS, AND FIBLDS, OSGOOD," co.) 





































































CRYSTAL OJ' TOURMALINE. 

Exact Size 

JIam~ Collection. 
MTMICA.ME 











THE TOURMALINE. 41 

The discovery having been made known 
to the villagers, many of them hastenoo to 
the spot, and secured a number of fine speci­
mens as trophies or mementoes. As no one in 
the vicinity was able to distinguish the charac­
ter of the gems, or even make known their 
name, the students enclosed a few of the smaller 
crystals in a letter to Prof. Silliman, and re­
quested him to describe them. He kindly and 
promptly informed the youths that the miner­
als were tourmalines, and of rare occurrence. 
Thereupon the students selected some of the 
finest and purest of the crystals, and addressed 
them to the professor in return for his kind- . 
ness. The parcel was intrusted for safe keep­
ing to the late Gov. Lincoln, who was then a 
member of Congress, and about to start for 
Washington. At this period the journey to 

the capital was a serious undertaking; and the 
condition of the roads required that it should 
be made on horseback, at least for a great part 
of the distance. The governor started safely 
with the precious package, but lost it before 
reaching New Haven; and no' trace of it has 
ever been found.. 
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